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On Self-examination. 


MONG the various du- 
‘ties of the Chriftian life, 
it is generally agreed that felf-ex- 
amination has an important place. 

The great fubje& of enquiry is, 
whether we are the true children 
of God, and fo heirs of eternal 
life, through Chrift Jefus, or, ia 
the apoftolic language, ‘* whether 
we are in the faith.”? Becaufe all 
true believers in Chrift, are, indeed, 
the children of God and have, ‘in 
the gofpel, a fure title to eternal 
life. 

The enquiry fuppofes the fub- 
ject to be capable of a rational in- 
veftigation and decifion, on prop- 
er evidence, and that Chriitians 
have the means and abilities to ex- 
amine and decide. 

2. The duty and importance 
of felf-examination, appears from 
varions confiderations. Itrefpeéts 
the falvation of the foul, and is fo 
intimately coancéted with it, that 
we may reafonably fuppole it to be 
practifed by all who are the heirs 
of falvation,and poffeffed of theabil- 
ities aud means for this duty. The 
fubject is fo exceedingly interefting 
and important in itfelf, 
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view of all Chriftians, that none 
can be fuppofed to negle& this en- 
quiry. 

It is a fubjeét capable of invefti- 
gation. Thofewhoare in a ftate of 
falvation may obtain fatisfying evie 
dence of it, by proper examina- 
tion. If this were not the cafe 
it would be improper to urge it. 
In temporal concerns, where truth 
is attainable, men are difpofed to 
difcover it, in fome proportion to 
its importance, their intereft in it, 
and the means they poflefs for the 
difcovery. 

In the progrefs of this difcufhon 
it will appear that the important 
queftion of our title to heaven, 
may be decided on good fcriptura} 
evidence. 

A falfe hope is exceedingly dane 
'gerous. Sadisthe profpeét of a 
| man’s future ftate who thinks hime 
'felf tobe fomething when he is 
‘nothing. He is hardened againft 

al) divine warnings to the wicked. 
Nothing fhort of a conviction thae 
his hope is unfounded will awa- 
‘ken himto fly from the wrath to 
come; and{o bring him within the 
reach of a hope which fhail not 





d inth | make him afhamed at laft. This 
anc 2 O° | convidtion may be produced by 
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felf-examination. 
there is little ground to expect it. 

“ Nowis the accepted time and 
the day of falvation.””. Whatever 
is done for the falvation of the foul 
muft be done fpeedily. 


Neither felf-examination or any | 
will be | 


other mean of falvatign, 
of any avail after death. ‘The ret- 
ributions of eternity will be “ ac- 
cording to the things done in the 
body.”” Hence all the truly wife 


ted with their eternal concerns. 
They feel the need of divine teach- 


ing, and fay with the pfalmift, “ex- | 


amine me, O Lord, and prove me. 
Try myreins and myheart;’”* and 
they fubmit, with alacrity, to the 
apoftolic injunction, ‘ Examine 
yourfelves whether ye be in the 
faith, prove your own felves, 
know ye not your own felves, how 
that Jefus Chrift is in you except 
ye be reprobates.”’+ 


3. We muft endeavor to pre- 


pare our minds for this duty, by 


extending its influence to our ete 
nal ftate. We muftenter upon ‘ 


with ferious deliberation, as far as | 
vith a mind fequeltered | 


from the cares of this life, and the | evidence we believe the holy fcrip- 


polible 


concerns of time 

We muit have, fixed 
mind, the moft diftingifhing {ci‘ip- 
tural marks ofa gracious ftate, and 
be well eftablifhed in the belief of 
the truth and divinity of the facred 
writings, and in a full conviction 
of the principal doctrines, inftitu- 
tions and duties of Chriftianity, 
for it is by evidence of our con- 
formity to thefe in heart and iife, 
that our title to future happisefs is 
to be proved to ourielves. 


ene ee 


* Pfalm xxvi. 2. + 2Cor. xiii 5. 
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, our {tate and charaéier, and 
‘us in the work, and bring us to 
-fuch a decifion as will ftand the 
_ teft of his all-fearching eye. 
confider this fubjeét to be of the | 
higheft importance, and attend to 
to it, as being intimately connec- 


in our | 
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The importance of this work, 
our inefficacy in ourfelves, and 
7 liability to felf-deception, will 
lead us to hub, fervent and per- 
fevering prayer, to the God of all 
grace, thathe will enlighten ou 
darknefs, make us truly willing 
and defirous to know the truih of 
aflift 


4. At our entrance on this 
work, we mult examine ouri:lvées, 
what we believe concerning Gd 
and religion,and on what evidence. 

For as “ all people will walk af- 
ter the name of their God,” if 
our view’s of the divine character are 

effentially wrong, our religion will 
be fo likewife ; and our conformity 
to the charaéler and inftitutions of 
the object of our worfhip, howev- 
er exact, will be fo far from prov. 
ing our fcriptural title to eternal 


life, that it will prove direétly the 
’ yeverfe. 


Will a belicf of the charnéter 


' and in{titutions of the God exhib- 
deep and folema contemplation on | itedin the Koran of Mahomet, 


the importance of it, as probab 'y | 


and a conformity toit fecure to the 


| fubjedts the eternal life which the 


gofpel promifes to ali true Chrif- 


tuans ¢ 


Again, we mutt er quire on what 


tures and the doétrines, inftitutions 
and duties which they teach. 

A belief founded on the proper 
divine evidence is, itfelf, a good 
proof of our title to eternal life, 
for the {criptures affure us that 
“he that believeth fhall be fa- 
ved,” but there are many who 
have fome kind of faith and yot 
draw back to perdition. _ Such are 
thofe in the parable e of the fower 
reprefented by the ftony ground 
and the thorny groun 1d. 


J groun 
We firtt obferve here, chat the 


| faith of the gofpel, which is con- 
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neéted with the falyation of the 
believer, receiveth divine truth on 
the teftimony of God, fubmits to 
it, and embraces it, and is govern- 
ed by it, and endures to the end, 
This implies that it is a fruit of re- 
newing grace, that it involves re- 
conciliation to God, repentance 
for fin, approbation of the law and 
pofpel, and eflentially, ai] Chriftian 
graces, and is productive of a 
courfe of perfevering obedience to 
divine commands to the end of 
life. 

5. We mult examine, whether 
we experience the exercife of the 
Chriftian graces, in particular, 
whether we truly love the ever 
bleffed God? This muft be deter- 
mined primarily, by a confcioufnefs 
of what paffes in our own minds. 
If this be determined in the affirm- 
ative, the enquiry may be exten- 
ded thus, is the prefent confciouf- 
nefs of love to God a folitary ex- 
perience, or have we a confciouf- 
nefs of a feries of like exercifes, 
from the time that we have hoped 
that we were the chifdren of 
God? 

There is indeed a time when the 
true Chriltian has the firft expe- 
rience of love to God, at the time 
of his faving converfion; but this 
can never be his cafe but @nce, and 
therefore doth not matefially afeat 
the prefent enquiry. 

If we are unconfcious of a feries 
of exercifes of love to God, from 
the time that we fuppofed ourfelves 
to be renewed, no prefent impref- 
fon of that afpect can give well 
grounded evidence that we are 
paffed from death to life. If our 
love to God be genuine it is perfe- 
vering. 

This being found on examina- 
tion, we enquire after the objective 
ground ofour loveto God. Dees 
it re{t on impreffions of divine favor 


only ? In a belief that God has 
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given us fome great temporal or 
{piritual good, or that he will do 
it hereafier ? Or is it the refult of 
a view of the real excellence, or 
beauty of the divine charaéter, as 


holy, juft, good and glorious, ex-* 


hibited in the worksor word of 
God, direétly to the mind, with- 
out any refpect to felf or felf-intere 
eft ? For though true gratitude for 
divine favors is a {piritual and holy 
exercife of heart, totally different 
from {elfth rejoicing in our own 
private advantage, and the confe- 
quent felfith affection to the bene- 
factor, yet, the nature of gracious 
affeGtion, is more eafily difcerned 
and diftinguifhed when excited by 
dire&t views of the moral beauty 
or lovelinefs of divine objeéts as 
they are in themfelves. 

This diftin@ion is exceedingl 
important. ‘ Sinners love thofe 
who love them.”? A heart entire- 
ly finful, may be deeply affeéted 


with the reception of perfonal fa- . 


vors, aud this affelion to the ben- 
efactor will be proportioned to 
the imprefiion of the greatnefs of 
the evil to which the fubjeé was 
expofcd, and the greatnefs of the 
good beftowed. Hence the fin- 
ner, whoisawakened to a realizing 
fenfe of the wrath of God and 
his extreme expofednefs to eternal 
mifery, and is fuddenly impreffed, 
(by whatever means) witha belief, 
that God loves him, that Chriit di- 
ed with a defign to fave him, that 
God has pardoned his fins, or will 
fave him from endlefs torments, 
fuch a finner will be filicd with 
unutterable joy, and will be 
full of exprefions of his great 
love toGod and Chrift, on the 
principle of perfect felfithnefs, 
and without the leaft depree of 
true holinefs,. or genuine iove to 
God and Chrift. Such was the 
cafe with the Ifraelites at the Red 
Sea,who ‘ fang the praifes of God 
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but foon forgot his works.” And 
fuch is the cafe of the ftony ground 
hearers in the parable of the fow- 
er. . 
That we may not be deceived 
in this important article, we fhould 
enquire, whether our love to God 
is excited by a view of his law, 
its precepts, prohibitions and fanc- 
tions, by the mediatorial chara¢ter 
and work of Chrift, as fupporting 
it,in all thofe views, and even mag- 
nifying itand making it honorable ? 

Whether we love God when he 
vifits us with afflictions and croffes 
for our fins, and whether we love 
him when we have the leaft com- 
fortable hope of faving mercy, or 
only when we believe he loves us 
and will fave us ? 


our love to God be attended with 
correfponding exercifes of other 
gracious affections, fuch as repen- 


tance for fin, felf-abafement, cor- | 


dial compliance with the gofpel 
way of falvation by Chrift, the 
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mind a conviétion of the excellence 
and perfection of the divine law, 
and thus fhows the great evil of fin, 
which is a tranfgreffion of. the 
law.” This view of perfonal fin, 
produces in the renewed foul, that 
felf-difapprobation for it, that gen- 
uine fubmiffion to the condemning 
fentence of the law, and that cor- 
dial defire to return to God, which 
conftitute the effence of true repen- 
tance and diftinguifh it from thofe 
legal forrows for fin which may ex- 
itt in the unfanétified heart, and 
which are excited by a conviction 


| of expofednefs tothe wrath of God@ 


True love to Godand repentance 
for fin, are attended with a oom 


yiction of our ruined ftate as fin- 


| ners, of therighteoufnefs of God 
6. We mult examine, whether | 


in our condemnation, and of our 
perifhing need of fovereign mercy; 
of courfe the mediatorial charac. 


_ter and work of Chrift appear. in 


meek and gentle fpirit of the gaf- | 
pel, love to the word, ordinances, | 


and people of God, mercy and | 


kindnefs to all, fubmiffion under di- 


and altogether divine. 


vine chaftifement, fenfible depen- | 


dence on God for all things, thank- | 


fulnefs for his mercies, weanednefs 
from the wor!d and longing after 
conformity to God and enjoyment 
of him, with the other branches 
of Chriftian experience. 


| 
i 


their glory, and the way of falva- 
tion for finners through his atone- 
ment deeply impreffes the mind, 
with its unrivalled perfection, as 
beingin all refpeéts worthy of God, 
fuitable to the condition of man, 
By this, ef- 
pecially, the mind is fully eftablifh- 
ed in the truth and divinity of the 
gofpel, embraces the falvation 
which it offers, and the way im 
which it is procured and beftowed. 
The belicving finner clearly fees 
he rightcoufnefs of God difplayed 


The renewed foul is poffeffed of | and fupported, in the mediatorial 


all the graces of the fpirit, or the 
branches of Chrifian holinefs, and 
there is’ an agreement and pi 
tion of allthe parts. This isevident 
from many fcripture paflages, and 
from the nature of cafe. 
Thus true love to God is attended 
with genuine repentance for fin. 
Fhe primary fource of repent- 
ance is a view of the moral excel- 
lence or lovelinefs of the divine 
¢haracter, as this produces in the 


the 


! 


| 
| 





work of Chrift, as God manifeft 
in fichh ; the law magnified aud 
made honorable, fin condemned, 
and “ prace reigning through right- 
eoufnefs to eternal life, by Jefus 
Chrift our Lord.” In this way 
of falvation his heart refts, and he 
has joy and peace in believing, and 
we are fure that he who thus be- 
lieveth fhall be faved. 

As repentance towards God 
and faith towards our Lord Jefus 
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Chriftare effentially connested with 
genuine love to God ; even foare 
al! the graces of the Spirit, fuch as 
Chriftian humility, brotherly love, 
good willto all men, kindaefs to 
the poor and afflifted, forgivenefs 
to the injurious, weanednefs from 
the world, felf-denial, heavenly 
mindednefs ; with all other 
branches of the Chriftian temper. 
Hence if we find in ourfelves 
an habitual and perfevering love to 
God,’ fiom views of his moral ex- 
cellence, we muft enquire whether 
this love is attended with the cor- 
sefponding graces, which have 
been named; for if this be not the 
cafe we have no juft ground to 
conclude that we are the children 
of God, becaufe there is an infep- 


arable communion in the nature of 


ail holy affections, and the holy 
{criptures abuadantly tcach, that all 
true Chriltians receive from Chrift, 
grace for*grace, and have the fame 
mind which was alfo in him. 

7. We muft examine, whether 
our love to God, aad to fpicitual 
and divine objeéts be fupreme. 
Our bletied Saviour has abundant- 
y taught us that except we love 
him, more than all created objects, 
fo as to part, willingly, from them 
all for his fake, when they are in 
competition with him; we cannot 
be his difciples, and that except 
we deny ourfelves and take up our 
crofs daily, and follow him, we 
have no part in him.* 


If our love to God be fupreme, | 
it will be attended with the cor- | 


refponding views and affections 
which have been named, and we 
fhall abide the teft of thofe difcrimi- 
nating declarations of the divine 
Saviour. But if not, we fhall, 
when “ weighed in the balance, 
be found wanting.” 





* Mat. x. 37, 38. and xvi. 24. Mark 
Wii, 34. Luke ix. 23. & xiv. 26, et po/fim. 
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That felf-denial which Jefus af- 
fures us is effential to difciplethip. 
confifts not, as many mifguided 
zealots have fuppofed, in tor- 
menting the body, or excluding 
ourfelycs from thofe innocent en- 
joyments of life which God gra- 
cioufly gives us, and which are 
*‘ tobe received with thank{giving, 
of thofe who believe and know the 
truth.” But it confifts in that ex- 
perimental and practical religion, 
in whicha fupreme, poverning love 
to God aud divine things bears us 
on through all oppofition from 
within and without, in the fervice 
of God, with a fteady aim at his 
glory and the good of his king- 
dom, jn contradiction to all the 
felfifh ard narrow purfuits of the 
carnal mind, which are ever di- 
rected to fome private, perfonal ad- 
vantage, without any refpeé to 
public good and which are not fub- 
ordinate but ultimately oppofed to it. 

8. We muft enquire, whether 
our internal views and exercifes in 
religion, are attended ard follow- 
ed with the correfponding fruits 
of obedierice, ia a praétical re- 
gard to all divine inftitutions and 
commands.—This is the laft and 
crowning evidence of our difciple- 
fhip, and title to eternal life, for 
““ this is the love of God that we 
keep his commandments, and 
his commandments are not griev- 
ous.’’* 

This fubje& of enquiry might be 
confidered in relation to our whole 
life, fince we have profefled to 
know the truth : As it is conneé- 
ed with all our relations to God, 
as a being of infinite perfection, 
our creator and preferver, our law: 
giver, and judge,---as our Re- 
deemer and fanctifier, our provi- 
dential governor, and the objeé& 
of our worfhip ;—as it relates to 


waa ee 


* x John v. 3. and 2 John-6. 
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all the relative duties which we 
owe to our fellow and 
to our prefent and future livés.—If 
our religion be genuine, it caufeth 
us tohave refpect to a!! God’s com- 
mandments, and produceth uni- 
verfal obedience, attended indeed, 
with finful imperfe¢tion, for in ev- 
ery thing we come fhort, but ftill 
sve aim at perfeétion, and are long- 
ing, praying and ftriving after it. 
—Our finfu! imperfection in every 
duty is afource of humiliation be- 
fore God, and we watch and pray 
Jeft we enter into temptation. 
That fpirit of Chriftian obedi- 
ence which animates the true 
Chriftian, is not lefs fincerely en- 
gaged in the difcharge of the com- 
mon duties of life, in our domcf- 
tic and other relations, than in 
thofe which are the moft public and 
fplendid ; for it eiteems the divine 
commands concerning all things 
to be right, and hates every falfe 
way. To perfons of this defcrip- 
tion, the word of God is precious 
asa daily companion, and guide. 
The Lord’s day, and other divine 
inftitutions are highly regarded, 
and practically improved,—they 
ftrive to advance in Chmniftian 
knowledge and grace themfelves, 
and as far as may be to be ufeful 
to the beft interefts of others. 
This renders them faithful in all 
relations, and teaches them to 
** Do to others in all things, as 
they would that others fhould do 
tothem.” They live mindful of 
death and the future ftate,and unite 
in the prayerof the pfalmift ,* Lord 
teach us fo to numberour days that 
we may apply ourheartsto wifdom.” 


PHILANDER. 


resatrer 
4 Carcutr Es, 


ror THe Convecticutr Evayn- 
GELICAL WIAGAZINE. 

Queft. Why is the regenerated man 

fabjed to any remainder of Si ? 


Why Saakifieation ts progreffive. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
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When God wrought the work of 


fan@ification in his heart, and 
bad the power, why did he not 
render him perfeéily holy ? 


SS ss, is the language of Inf. 
dels, who often make enqut- 
ries like thefe, with an expeétation 
that theyare unanfwerable, and that 
they fhall enjoy acertain triumph 
over the Chriftian, whofe belief 
involves in it fuch fuppofed unan. 
fwerable abfurdities. More reflec. 
tion is neceflary to anfwer the fubt. 
le queftions of an Infidel, than is 
commonly beftowed on the fubje& 
of Chriftianity, even by profeffing 
Chriftians. The Infidel hardly 
appears as an interrogating cham. 
pion, ’tillhe has, with fome fubt. 
le inconfiftency, fettled his plan; 
through which its fallacy would not 
immediately appear. Having thus 
prepared himfelf,the Infidel comes 
forth to puzzle believers ; and the 
fubje&t of the foregoing enquiry, 
is one often reforted to, and one, 
on which he plumes himfelf. I 
will, therefore, endeavor to furn- 
ith the reafons to thofe who have 
not time to fearch them out. 

The two queftious I fhall con- 
fider as implying the fame thing ; 
becaufe the work of Regenera- 
tion and Sanétification, involving 
cach other, and being folely the 
work of God, who certainly has 
the power to perform it in a differ- 
eat manner, if he will ; it is plain 
that the enquiry implies this ; why 
has not God taken away all fin 
from the hearts of thofe whom he 
has chofen, and completed them 
in holinefs? In anfwering this I 
would obferve the following things: 

rft. I take it for granted that 
all, who allow of the exiftence of 
God, alfo allow him to be perfeé. 
If he is not perfeét, he is not God. 
If heis perfeét, then he muft be 
perfectly wife, elfe he is perfett, 
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and imperfect ; which isa contra- 
diction. I prefume that all who 
admit of Ged’s exiftence and per- 
fections, alfo admit that he created 
the world. This I affume as a 
granted propofition, becaufe I nev- 
er heard of a man who admitted 
the one, that denied the other. 
If God is an infinitely perfe& be- 
ing, and if he created the world, 
he certainly had fome defign in 
it; otherwife it muft be charged 
upon him as folly, or ftupidity. 
Either would undeify him. For 
our knowledge of God’s defign, 
(I mean his ultimate defign) in 
the creation, we are wholly in- 
debted tohis Revelation. In that 
we learn that his defign is the glo- 
rification of himfelf ; or the dif- 
play, to all intelligent beings in the 
univerfe, of his own perfeétions. 
As means, leading to this end, 
the work of creation was begun and 
finifhed, in the manner in which 
it was. The fall of man, and all 
things revealed in the word of 
God, as tending to the work of re- 
demption ; and the work of re- 
demption itfelf, withall its attending 
circumftances, were effected, with 
a view to the ultimate defign—the 
glory of God. 

2d. If God is a perfect being, 
and has his own glory in view, as 
the laft end of all his works, it 
muft be that he has chofen the beft 
pothble means for the accomplifh- 
ment of this end. To fuppofe 
him infinitely wife, and not to 
have chofen the wifeft means, for 
the attainment of an end, is to 
fuppofe sn impoffibility in his char- 
acter ; becaufe itis ‘fuppofing him 
infinitely wile, and not infinitely 
wife atthe fame time. If, then, 
God has chofen thatthe work of 
fanctification, though begun in the 
hearts of the ele here on earth, 
fhould notbe perfected in this life, we 
May, on the forementioned prem- 


Why Santificatien ts progrefpive. 





ifes, confidently affert that it is the 
beft poflible way which God could 
have chofen refpeting it, fo far as 
it relatesio the attainment of his 
laft end viz. wie glorification of 
himfelf. 

3d. As fome, perhaps, may 
not be /atisfied with this anfwer, 
and will enquire ey it is more for 
God’s glory, than fome other way 
would have been—that is, than to 
have rendered man perfeéily holy 
at once ? I will proceed, and at- 
tempt to fhew, in feveral particu- 
lars, the advantages which this has 
over the way fropofed. 

it. Itis neceffary that fanAif- 
ed, and finfn] men, fhould live to- 
gether in the world, or that God 
fhould remove the fanétified out of 
it, as foon as fanétification takes 
place. If God were to remove 
them from the world, as foonas 
they were fanétified, there could 
be no advantage in immediate per- 
fe&t fanétification over that more 
gradual method, of accomplifhing 
the work, which has taken place. 
Becaufe the eleét are made perfeé 
in holinefs at death, and they would 
be no moxseon the other fuppofition. 
But it is conceived there is an im- 
portant advantage derived to focie- 
ty, made up, as it is, of holy and 
wicked men, from the imperfe& 
{tate of the fanctified, in this life. 

The wicked cannot love holi- 
nefs ; that is,the unregenerate man 
cannot love the holinefs of God. 
If he could, he would love Ged. 
The more holy a man is, the more 
heis oppofed bythewicked. Thus 
God, being perfe&tly holy, appears 
to them, fo far as he is feen, per- 
feGtly hateful. If men were ren- 
dered perfectly holy in this life, 
they would be gorfediy hateful to 
the unholy ; and it would be im- 
practicable for them to negociate, 
or tranfadt gny bufincfs together. 
All the kind offices which they 
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ftandin need of from cach other, | 
would ceafe to be performed, be- | 


eaufe they could not live togethe cr 
in fociety, without a perpetual {late 
of warfare. The wicked mana, 1f 
he had the power, “would deliwoy 
all holy men, wherever he found 
them ; thus, peace, even the little 
there is in the eerid. would be 
driven out of it, and the earth 
would, at once, become a hell. 
The wicked hate holinefs, in pro- 
portion as they fee it; and the on- 
ly reafon they donot now rife up 
in hoftile oppofition to the fubjects 
of it, in the world, is, they are 
laid under reftraint. They are 
kept from it by the power of God, 
and not by any goodnefs of their 
own. Thi sollvaiat +, which God 
laysthe wicked under inthis world, 
is all that keeps them from becom- 
ing devils at once. They 
nature, the fame pathons ; but God, 
inme rey tohisfriends, haskept them 
thus in fubjection, and will continue 
to keep them under his controul, 
fo far as is for the beft general good 
of his kingdom, until the 
feparation. Then reftraint will 
be taken off ; and they will hate, 
curfe, torment, and blafpheme, like 
their fellow devils, forever and ever. 

2d. Itis neceffary that faints 
fhould notbe perfeétlyholy in this 
life, that they 
others that holinefs is their choice, 
and that they love it. If men 
were perfectly holy, though they 
would be perfectly obedient to all 
God’s commandments, yet wick- 
ed men would fay it was becaufe 
they had no “ And the 
Lord faidunto fatary, haft thou con- 
fidered my fervant Job, that there 
isnone like him in the earth, a per- 
fe&t man, and one fe areth 
God, and efcheviéth evil? Then 
fatan anfwered the Lord and faid, 
Doth Job fear God for nought? 
Haft not thou made an hedge a- 


- 
trials 


that 
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have, by 


final ' 


right giveevidenceto | 
ftant dependence upon God. 
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bout him, and about his houfe, and 
about all that he hath onevery fide? 
Ihou haft bleffed the work of his 
hands and his f{ubftance is increafe 
in the land : But put forth thine 
hand now, and touch all that he 
hath, and he will curfe thee to thy 
face.” ‘Thisisthe natural language 
of the unfan¢tified man. I: is, 
therefore, neceflary, in order to 
convince him of his error, that the 
fanctified man fhould be in a ftate 
of trial and temptation; that, by 
his cleaving to God, and to the 
faith that is true and holy, he may 
convince the wicked that there is 
fuch a thing as holinefs ; and that 
he loves it for its own fake; that 


‘is, becaufe it is lovely in irfelf. 


3d. It feems to be neceffary that 


faints fhould not be perfetted in ho- 


linefs during this life, to fhew them 
their true charaéter. They could 


‘not know that holinefs was their 


voluntary choice, were they not 
placed in a ftate of probation, after 


the principle of holinefs was begun 


in their hearts. For, though they 
will love holinefs when they are 
perfe&ed 1 in it, {till they could not 
determine that they fhe ould love it, 
were temptations, not to love it, fet 


before them. 


4th. A ftate of imperfeétion in 
the faints in this life, is important 
to teach them their entire, and con- 
By 
nature they are conf{tantly prone 
to fall into fin ; and, as the power 
of Chrift was neceffary to implant 
the principle of holinef$ in their 
hearts, fo it is equally neceflary 
that it fhould be conftantly eXer- 
ted, to keep that principle in cx- 
iftence. ‘This the faints fhould 
know, becaufe it is an important 
ground of gratitude and Jove. 
They could not fo well know it in 
any other way, asin a way of pro- 
betien 5 and imperfection in man; 
as was before obferved, is effential 
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to his probation. They are taught 
this dependence, by being ftrength- 
ened by Chrift, after thofe frequent 
lapfes, which happen whenever 
they begin to ftand by their own 
ftrength. Owing to the forgetful 
difpolition of man, itis important 
that thofe truths, which it is for 
his good to remember, fhould be 
repeatedly imprefled on his memo- 
ry. Andthis is moft effectually 
done in the way which God has 
chofen refpeCting the faints in this 
life ; for, if they never had back- 
fliden, they could not be renewed ; 


could notbe repeated ; & if the faint | 
was perfeét, he would not backflide. 


| the vanquifhed army fought. 
if not renewed, thefe impreflions | 





sth It is neceflary that faints 
fhould continue imperfect in this | 
life, that the malignant nature of 
fin might be feen by them. If 
they were made perfeét in holinefs 
at once, they could not fee, or 
have any realizing underftanding 
of, the unyielding nature of fin. 
When holinefs is implanted in the 
heart, ft gives a death wound to 
the finful nature of man. But, 
like the “* Man of fin’’ it * has its 
life prolonged for a time and a fea- 
fon, though its dominion is taken 
away.” ‘Phe feed of the woman 
has “ bruifed the ferpent’s head,” 
but he is not killed; and after he 
is bruifed, and his power of de- 
ftroying is taken from him, yet he 
writhes, and throws himfelf into 
every malignant, vindictive pofture, 
that he poflibly can. He keeps 
up a conttant warfare in the faint, 
by the fanGification of whom, the 


c ; a 

Terpent’s donnnion bh been bro- 
ken 3 and, though his lite and 
) , 6a 
{irength are conttant!y dimainifh- 


ing in the conte!t,* ye: the fecblcit 
remains of them are foent in ex- 
prefiions of a malignant hatred tow- 
ards holinefs. Yhefe things the 


faint could never know fo well as 
by experience ; and he would nev- 
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er experience them, except in a 
{tate of trial; and this, as obfer- 
ved before, is neceffarily connected 
with a ftate of imperfection. 

6th. Imperfect holinefs in the 
faints, during thjs life, is neceflary 
to teach the intelligent univerfe the 
greatnefs of Chriit’s victory over 
the adverfary. 

When two hoftile armies con- 
tend in a field, we always eftimate 
the magnitude of the eflorts made 
in obtaining the victory, by the 
unyiclding obftinacy with which 
The 
conteft between fin and holinefs, 
is the conteft between Chrift and 
Satan. Ever fince the fall, the 
difpute has been carrying on be- 
tween them, foruniverfal empire. 
The heart of every faint is made 
a field in which this battle is fought. 
The faint is the fpectator who be- 
holds it ; and*he fees fin, though 
vanquifhed thoufands of times, re- 
turn to the charge ; and never fub- 
mitting fo long as it retains any 
power of oppofition. And this it 
dues fo long as it retains any life. 
Though its head is bruifed and 
broken—though it is mutilated and 
wounded, in its body ; ftill, like 
the fcorpion, it {tings with ite tail, 
that it may torment the faints, 
though it may no more deftroy 
them. ' 

This fthews alfo the unbounded 
love that Chrift felt and cxercifed, 
towards men, which influenced 
him to engage info great and ar- 
duous a confli&t, merely to refcue 
them from the power of his and 
their enemy. It fhews his love to 
the faints, alfo, which influences 
him perpetually to exercife the 
fame power for their prefervation, 
which was exerted for their refeve. 
As great power is now, and ever 
will be, neceffary to preferve faints 
from falling away into fin, both 
here, and in heayen, as was ne- 





9? 
ceflary, in the firft inftance, to 
bring them out of it. By experi- 
encing this truth, in a itate of trial 
here on earth, the faint, when 
complete in holinefs in the heav- 
enly kingdom, will have a more 
lively and glorious impreflion of 
it, than he poffibly could have had, 
if God had completely fanétified 
him at once, and deprived him of 
this inftruétion which mu't be de- 
tived from experience. Thus 
God, for whofe glory, all things 
in creation, are brought into exift- 
ence, and there fupported, will 
appear more “Glorious in Ho- 
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linefs,” to the perfected faints in | 
heaven, and to the holy angels | 
round the throne, than he could | 
poflibly appear in any other man- 

acr. And the glory of God, | 
manifefted in the wonders of re- | 
deeming love, * which the angels | 
now defire to look into,’”? when di- 


vefted of all myftery, and unfold- 
ed, perfeétly, to the view of faints 


and angels, will be the theme of 


that everlafiing fong of praife, | 


which they will unitedly fing to the | 
Father, to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghoft for ever and ever. 
From what has been faid on 
the foregoing fubjec&t, two infer- 
ences may be drawn with proprie- 
ty. ult. Inthe introdu€ory re | 
marks on the fubje& of enquiry, | 
it isobferved, that fuch language | 
is often adopted by Infidels, with | 
a view to ridicule both divine rev-} 
elation, and the religion of the | 
heart. That Infidels fhould thus | 
act out their malignity, is not | 
itrange ; nor ought it to furprife | 
believers. But there are people, 
and people too, who profeis to be 
believers in the Chriftian {cheme 
of falyation, who, by {peaking 
lightly of the religion of the heart, 
are more deeply wounding the Re- 
deemei’s true caufe, than the a- 
vowed Infidel. From hin: it is 





(Seer. 


expected, and fpeétators are pre- 
pared for it. From thefe Infdel- 
profefors, it isnot expected ; and, 
when met with inthem, by unfuf. 
fpecting, but honeft, enquirers af- 
ter the truth, it has, at leaft, a 
tendency to quiet fuch in a falfe 
hope, if notto prejudice them a- 
gainft “ the truth as it is in Jefus;” 
and to perfuade them that religion 
is all hypocrify. To thofe of my 
teaders who have had experimen- 
tal knowledge of the evangelical 
religion, which Ca!vinifts contend 
for, this argument will come with 
great force ; becaufe, being taught 
its truth by experience, they be- 
come fo ftrongly impreffed, that 
all fpeculative reafonings in oppofi- 
tion to it, will appear idle and un- 
meaning, asthe ideot’s fmile. But 
with thofe who have never felt the 
influence of holinefs in their hearts, 
it is not expected that the argument 
will have any effe&. Such are 
prejudiced againft the truth ; and, 
having never really knownit, they 
arc nut qualified to judge. All, 
therefore, who feel prejudiced a- 


_painft, and fee no wifdom, or beaw- 


ty in the plan of fanétification 
which God has adopted, with re- 
{pect to the faints, in this life, 


| ought to conclude, againft them- 


felves, that they are yet ftrangers 
to true religion. For all who 
have experienced the religion of 
Chrift in their hearts, have fuch 
prejudices removed, and they be- 
hold both a wifdom and beauty, 
in the {chemc, worthy of thatGod 
whom they adore as their creator; 
preferver and Saviour. This leads 
us, tn the 

2d. Inference, to notice fome 
difplays of that wifdom and beau- 
ty, which God makes manifeft to 
ferious enquirers, in the gradual 
perfeQing of the faints in holinefs, 
which he has generally adopted 
with regard to them in this world. 
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By this progrefs God is communi- 
cating a fpecies of knowledge to 
intelligent beings, which they could 
not attain to in any other way. It 
is a knowledge of the infinitely 
odious and inveterate nature of 
fin; and of that infinite love which 
Chrift exercifed, ftill exercifes, 
and forever will exercife, towards 
his children. This knowledge is, 
and ever will be, in the faints, an 
inexhauftible fource of gratitude 
to God. All the fpeculations, 
meditations and reafonings, on the 
fubjeét, among men and Angels, 
which they could exercife could 
neverhave communicated this kind 
of knowledge to an intelligent 
mind. Here isa new difplay of 
the divine character connected with 
the fall and redemption of man, 
brought into the view of an intel- 
ligent mind, which, had it not been 
for this conneétion, muft, for 
ought that appears, have forever 
remained unknown except to God 
himfelf. God, therefore, ap- 
pears more glorious in this way, 
tothe univerfe thanhe could have 
appeared, had headopted the meth- 
od of fanétification pointed out in 
the enquiry which has now been 
confidered. And as God’s glory 
js his ultimate defign in ail his 
works of creation, providence 
and redemption, we are taught, 
that, fo far as his glory is connec- 
ted with the fan@ification of his 
children, it is, by the gradual ac- 
complifhment of that work, ad- 
vanced in the beft, and wifeft pof- 
fible manner that God could have 


devifed. 
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The greaine{s of divine mercy. 


HO’ multitudes abufe the 
reprefentations which God 
has made of the preatnefs of his 
aercy ; yet God declares that he 


The greatnefs of divine mercy. 
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is merciful and gracious, long fuf- 
fering and abundant in goodnefs 
and truth, keeping mercy tor thou- 
fands, forgiving iniquity, tranfgref- 
fion and fin. An efflay on the 
mercy of God may be fo abufed, 
that many may, by their prefump- 
tion upon it, enfure their deftruc- 
tion: Yet this is no fufficient rea- 
fon why it fhould be fuppreffed. 
Satan has two fuccefsful methods 
in beguiling fouls to their perdition. 
One is to perfuade them to fups 
pofe, that fince God is infinite in 
mercy, there is no prefent necef- 
fity of denying themfelves the grat- 
ification of their evil hearts, and 
that they may probably have fuf- 
ficient opportunity hereafter, to 
make their peace with God. By 
this confideration, they accuftom 
themfelves to put off a prefent at- 
tention to religion—fin with lefs 
reftraints, and fo become harden- 
ed in iniquity by habit, and contin. 
ue carelefs and irreligious till death. 
The other device of Satan is after 
a while to perfuade them, that they 
have very much loft their opportu- 
nity, that there is little hope that 
God would receive them if they 
fhould now make a ferious bufinefs 
of fecking falvation ; with this they 
eafily excufe themfelves from ate 
tending to it, and perfift in their 
evil ways, with only fome tranfient, 
uncomfortable reflections. Both 
of thefe devices, however incona- 
fiftent it niay feem, may be ufed 
with dreadful fuccefs, with the 
fame finner, at the fame time. 
While he is faying to himfelf, that 
it is not probable that his feeking 
falvation will avail any thing, after 
all that is paft, he may alfo fay, 
that fince God is infinite in mercy, 
things may in the end be better 
than his fears, and fo encourage 
himfelf in his prefumption. Thefe, 
ftratagems of the tempter may be 
equally dangerots, and bring an 
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equal number of fouls to perdi- 
tion. 

It might be expected, that if 
finners began to apprehend that 
their cafe admitted but little hope, 
it would increafe their concern and 
excrtio but the fact is com- 
monly fe. The carnal 


ons : 


otherwife. 
heart does not love to attend to a 
fubject fo difagreeable, and fcenes 
of ‘bufinels or "amufement more ac- 
ceptable difpofe the finner to make 
an excufe of the little profpect he 
has of fuccefs, to quit the painful 
fubje&t, and enjoy the falfe pleaf- 
ures which are immediately before 
him. This cafe is exccedingly com- 
mon. And fhall nothing be faid 
to break this dangerous fnare ? 
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Shall not the infinite mercy of 
God be brought into view, and 
the great encouragements they | 
have to attend to religion ? Shall 
this great gefpel truthbe fuppref- 
fed, becaufe fome may abufe it 


thro’ prefumption to their deftruc- 


tion ? No.—A few obfervations | 


will now be madeto render it evi- 


dent, that The mercy of God tow- | 


ards finners is immenfe. 
This truth ts evident from the 
ift of Chrift—the great atoning 
Fecrifice he has made for their fins 
—from the freenefs with which 
the benefits of it are offered to 
men—and from the univerfal terms 
jn which the offer is made. Who- 
foever will lect him come and take | 
of the water of life freely. Thefe | 
are manifeftations of unfpeakable 
mercy. The promifes of the 
gofpel to all fuch as come unto 
Chrift are abfolute. “ If any 
man come unto me, I will in no 
wife caft him out.” And the im- 
menfity of divine mercy is further 
proved, by the examples of it. 
It has been beftow2d upon all who 
have applied for it, by cafting them- 
Selves j —. it thro’ Chi it alone. | 
Saul a perfeeutor and bla her mer | 





| God thro’ Chrift, and 


| and atrocious 


[Sepr, 


obtained it. _ Publicans and harlots 
have entered into the kingdom of 
God, and none of the vileft, who 
have returned unto God, have 
been refufed. Thefe obfervations 
mult convince the candid, that 
the mercy of God is immenfe.—I 
would now apply the fubjeé toa 
number of particular cafes, in 
which men are much expofed to 
negle‘t attending to religion, un- 
der the notion that there is little 
reafon to hope, that God would ac- 
cept them, if they fhould now at- 
tend. 

This is frequently the cafe with 
finners, who ere very ftupid and 
regardlefs of falvation. God de- 
clares, that he that confeffeth 
and forfaketh his fins, fhall find 
mercy. But they think other wife, 
and fuppofe there is little hope for 
them. ‘Therefore they nepleét to 
caft themfelves upon the mercy of 
take the 
meafures which render their falva- 
tion a forlorn hope. The = 
gate, % who have beenguilty of five 
ing, drunkenrefs and other open 
crimes, and have 
prattifed them, are often ready to 
conclude, that there is little room 
for them to obtain a pardon, and of- 
ten refolve, that fince they can ex- 
pect no portion but in this world, 


they willenjoy their own way, as 


long as they can, and leave the con- 
fequenc s. But God fays even to 
fuch, “ Let the wicked forfake his 
way, and the unrighteous man hits 
tho’ts, and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy up- 

on him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.” Pabli- 
cans and finners have found Chrift 
acccflible. The profligate have as 
grcat enccuragements to attend to 
religion as any, and are as fure of 
fuccefs. Jtis Satan who withes to 
petfnade them to the « ontrary ; and 
there is reafon to fufpect their own 
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hearts are inclined to ufe this plea, 
to countenance them in their ungod- 
ly courfe. But this will not ex- 

com their pene yet mercy is of- 


aha il the gu iit or rejecting 
wt is increafed, 1 propo tion to 
the greatcr exercife sof mercy which 
is offered them.—Some_ have had 
much in{truction from theirparents, 
and others : Great means have 
been ufed with them, they have 


| 
had folemn admonitions cf “provi- 


dence, by ficknefs, andthe death 
of near relatives and fpecial friends, 
and have abufed all, and continued 
in unbelief, till they are fenfible 
they have become hardened in fin, 
and ferious thingsdo notaffect them 
as formerly they did. ‘They are 
expofed to conclude, that after all 
thefe provocations, God will not 
have mercy omthem. They are 
fure they would not forgive one, | 
who fhould treat themin the fame 

manner. But God, fpeaking on 
this fubjeét, tells us cifcrently. 
He fays, “ My tho’ts are not your 
tho’ts, ncither are your ways my 
wavs ; for as the heavens are high- 
erthan the earth, fo are my ways 
hioher than your wavs, and my 


” 


; ne ] 
tho’ ; than your tho’is. Be- 


caule they would not forgive onc | 


who had commited fuch provo- 
cations againft them, it is wrong 
to siden that God will not. 
‘Tho’ your fins be as fcarlet, 
they fhall be as white as fnew.” 
In addition to all this, fome one 
may fay to humfelf, ** I have ridi- 
culed religious people, defpifed 
godlinefs, and made aderifion of 
the fabbath, ordinances, minifters, 
and even of the holy {criptures. I 
am a mocker, and though mercy 
may be fouad by all who have been 
deferibed before, I have no reafon 
to expect that God would accept 
me, if I were difpo fed to apply to 
him for mercy.” Your guilt is in- 
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| deed great ; but the promife is ab- 
folute, * Him that cometh to me, 
I will in no wife caft out.”” Men 
are apt to difbelieve God, when he 
fpeaks of things which are above, 
and different from their own exer- 
cifes, and queftion whether he 
really means as he fays. But this 
is quettioning God at an high rate. 
God undoubtedly underftood him- 
felf, when he made his promifes, 
and would be underftood to mean 
as he has faid. No finners will 
be pardoned becanfe their fins are 
final or be rejected, when they 
apply for mercy, bec: wufe their fins 
are great. The fmallnefs or great- 
nefs of our fins are nothing, either 
'aSa claim upon mercy, ora bar 
acsainft it. Chrift is theead of the 
law for righteoufnefs, to every one 
who believeth. Mockers there- 
fore, who will confefs and forfake 
their fins, ores find mercy.—But 
though all thofe maybe accepted, 
| perhaps one may fay, “ I cannot. 
| My fins 25 arciniinitely beyond all 
ithefe. I have ufed’ my whole in- 
| fluence, with much aétivity, to pre- 
| 





vent finners from attending earneft- 
ly to relision. I have becn a very 
| devil to t cmapt enquiring fouls into 
! {ences of diflipation, that I might 
| guench the ftrivings of the fpirit 
with them. I have oppofed the 
princ'pal dodiines of grace, and 
have even ufed my authority, where 
it extended, to prevent awakened 
finners, from attending religious 
meetings. Andin fome inftances, 
Ihave fuccecded, and they have 
become fecure by my means, and 
are dead, and probably are now 
fufforing the endlefs wrath of God. 
‘here can be no hope for me,” 
Your crimes are aggravated toenor- 
mous guilt. Youcan make no re- 


aration for the evil you have done 
to fuch asare forever ruined. But 
with God is plenteous redemption. 
“ Heis plenteous in mercy to all 
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that call upon him.” 
bundantly pardon. God is won- 
derful in mercy. Mercy is as free 
for you as for any. No higher 
terms are propounded to you, than 
to the leat tranfgreffor. ‘“ He 
that believeth fhall be faved.” Is 
not the blood of Chrift fufficient 
to wath away the decpelt ftain ? 
Is not the benefit of it promifed 
to all who apply? Did he not 
come to fave finners? And are not 
youa finner? You owe ten thou- 
fand talents, and have nothing to 
pay : But will he not frankly for- 
give youall? Take heed, thet in 
addition to all your former fins, 
ou do not limit the holy one of 
frael. Another may fay, “ Ihave 
done all this, and befides, have 
grown oldin fin. Ihave feen fev- 
eral revivals of religion—have 
been under deep concern myéelf, 
and have refifted the ftrivings of 
the Spirit, until he has left me an 
old hardened finner, guilty of the 
blood of fouls. Surely God has 
{worn in his wrath, that I fhould 
mever enter into hisreft. Itis in 
vain for me to think of repentance 
or faith. God will not accept me 
if I fhould now apply.”—Your 
ideas:of your guilt are by no means 
too great. You furely deferve no 
favor. If God’s thoughts and 
ways were like ours, your cafe 
would be defperate. If they were 
not as far above ours, as the heay- 
ens are higher than the earth, there 
could be no hopes for you. The 
falvation of fuch finners, at the 
eleventh hour, is among the won- 
derful works of divine grace. But 
come like the prodigal fon, perith- 
ing, and caft yourfelf on the mere 
mercy of your abufed father, and | 
he will anfwer the character of the | 
father in the parable. 

There is indeed one fin, and 


He will a- 
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David's improvement of his fall. 
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pheming the Holy Ghoft, by open, 
ly, knowingly and expeefely impu. 

ting the evident works of the 

Spirit to Satan ; like the Pharifees, 

who envioufly faid, he cafteth out 

devils by Beelzebub. This is a 

defperate cafe, not thro’ the inad- 
equacy of Chrift’s atonement ; 

but becaufe it is certain that fuch, 
as are guilty of it, will never ap. 
ply for mercy. It is a groundlefs 
fear that God will not readily re. 
ceive any as foon as they return 
unto him. The mercy of Godis 
abundant. The grounds of appre- 
henfion are not, thathe will reje@ ; 
but that the finner will not apply. 
Here is danger indeed, not by 
reafon of any limits in the mercy 
of God ; butby reafon of the fin. 
ner’s difpofition to reject it. Let all 
who arein fin, apply to God, and 
hearken to him, who caljs upon 
allthe ends of the earth to look 
unto him and be faved.—Let not 
Chriftians be too haftily difcoura- 
ged, concerning the falvation of 
finners, who are wacommonly vile 
and hardened, or negleé earneftly 
praying for them. Finally, If 
any reader will abufe this declara- 
tion of the greatnefs of God’s mer- 
cy by prefymption, he muft do it, 
and his blood muft be upon his 


own head. 
MIKROS. 





For tre Connecticut EVAnN- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


Mess’rs. Epitors, 

IF the writer of Peter’s ime 
provement of bis fall, publifhed in 
the 12th Number of your Maga- 
zinc, fhould not communicateto you 
David’ s improvement of his, you are 
at liberty to publith the following 
if you think it will be ufeful. 


HE fall of Peter and the 
fall of David are often men 








bet one, which God has pronoun- 
ced unpardonable. This is blaf- 


tioned together by thofe who de- 
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tide religion and its profeffors. 
Their repentance and their fubfe- 
quent conduct may be properly 
yiewed together. Peter’s have 
been publifhed and afforded inftruc- 
tion to many. David’s in many 
refpects, are fimilar. The fins in 
both cafes were highly offenfive to 
God, and were greatly aggravated 
becaufe they were committed by 
his own children. The fins of 
David, efpecially his two diftin- 
guifhed ones, adultery and mtr- 
der, were exceedingly great and 
attended with circumftances of pe- 
culiar aggravation. But like Pe- 
ter he {peedily became a penitent, 
and perhaps for one of his fins be- 
fore he was guilty of the other. 
Sinning and repenting are often in 
fuccefhon, and fometims in quick 
fuccefhon. Peter forfook Chrift 
but repented of his fin and return- 
ed—then he denied him—then re- 
pented of this fin, and allin the 
{pace of afew hours. Matt. xxvi 
31, 33, 56. Some have fuppo- 
fed that David lived for feveral 
months without repentance, be- 
caufe his child was born before Na- 
than appeared to him and led him 
to a confefhon of his fins. It is 
more rational to fuppofe that he re- 
pented before $ but confidered his 
fins private ones and confequently 
Jet his humiliations for them be 
private. Great care was taken 
that none fhould be acquainted” 
with the murder which he commit- 
ted but Joab, and he was David’s 
confident. The like care .was 
probably taken in the other cafe. 


Meffengers paffed and repafled be- | 


tween David and Path-fheba, but 
they were probably ignorant of 


the finthat had been committed, | 


or were charged to conceal it. 
The whole was fo conduéted that 
God faid to David, “ Thou didft 
it fecretly.” 2Sam. xii. 12. Da- 
vid did it fecretly ; but contrary 
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to his expectations it was fpread 
abroad. When he was told by 
Nathan, that he had given great 
occafion to the enemies of the 
Lord to blafpheme, he perceived 
that it was known. This was prob- 
ably the firit information he receiv- 
ed of its being made public. Then 
he openly acknowledged it. Then 
he made public that repentance 
which before he had kept to him- 
felf. The probability that he had 
a in private arifes from the 
following confiderations. It is 
not reafonable to fuppofe that a 
man of his attainments in grace 
fhould remain without repentance 
for fuch a length of time as is pre- 
tended, or the hundredth part of 
it. He wasa careful obferver of 
his own heart and of providential 
events. Interefting events both in 
his kingdom and in his family, took 
place in that period. Can it be 
fuppofed that he was inattentive to 
them, or that he attended to them 
without reflections upon his own 
heart and conduct ? But this is 
not all. In his confefhon in the 


ever before me.”? ‘This confeffion 
was made when Nathan came to 
him, as appears by the title of the 
plalm. It muft be fuppofed that 
in faying, that his fin was ever 
before him, he looked back beyond 
his fhort interview with the proph- 
et even to almoft the whole of the 
time that had paft away after his 
{fin was committed. Befides, Na- 





than faid to him; * The Lord 
hath put away thy fin.” The 
Lord had pardoned his fin. But 
had he pardoned it without repen- 
tance ? [t was certainly more nat- 
ural for Nathan to declare the for- 
-givenefs of his fin as a confequence 
of feveral months’ repentance than 
as the confequence of that mo- 
| ment’s repentance, in which he 


| 


‘was {peaking tohim. Ifthis truth - 


sift Pfalm he faid ; “ My fin is 





gt 
be eftablithed, that he repented 
without delay, no ene may take 
encouragement that his 
good if he remain 
ter his tranfgreflions. 

David’s fail occafiened in him a 
great degree of repentance. | He 
humbled: himfilf reatly under 2 
fenfe of his great wickednefs. 


pains he compared with thofe which 
are occafioned by broken bones. 
He faid ** Make me to hear joy 
and gladaefs that the bones which | 
thou halt broken’ may rejoice.” 
It may be faid of Aim that he wept 
bitterly. 

David's fall led him to a free 
and open conjefion of his fing 
He confefled them to God, me 
he confeffed them to man. It led 
him to a feeling fenfe of the wick- 
ednefs of his nature and of his 
 } wa: 1 in inigui- 

ty: ; and ID fin did my Ine ther con- 
ceive me. I ackuowl dge my 
tranfyieihons.’” In ail his humilé 
ations and confefhons his grcat bur- 
dea was fin againft Ged. All the 
wrongs he had done tu his fellow- 
creatures, and particularly to a 
family which he had exceed ling! 
injured, appeared as noth: 
pared with his fin “againd a holy 
God. . “ Againit chee, thee only 
have I finned,” faid he, ‘ and 
done this evilin thy fight.’ Fve- 
ry true penitent 7. feeis that tat is an 
evil and bitter thing to Jin againft 
Ged. 

David’s fall broveit-him to ear- 
neii prayer to God. Gi 
dened with his fins he prayed for 
a pardon. se Have mere y upon 
me, O God, according tu thy lov. 
ing kindnefs 5; according to the 
multitude of thy tencer mercies 
blot out my tranfeiciiuns.’? He 
prayed not only for pardon but for 
purity. “ Wafimethoroughly from 
mine iniquity, cleaule me 
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David's impro' vement of his fall. 


{tate is | 
impenitent af- tore 


He | 


was pained at his very heart. His | 


Serv. 
Purge 1 ne with hy fo ip and 
thalt be clean : wath me and J 
than fhow. Cre. 
ie2a heart 3 and 
iney ightipirit within me.” 
srayed fo: yNtIp ual 
virit. sci not thy Holy 
omme.” He prayed for re- 
urn of ‘ieee: Make mie to 
and oladnefs—Reftore ua. 
9 2 joy of thy falvation,” 
le pray red that he might be k 
rom fin for the future ; f 
jtrembled at the thought of filing 
again. Deliver mc from blood. 
guiltinefs, O God, thou God of 
| my falvation—uph hold me by thy 
fiee Spirit.” He had<a fenfe of 
hts entire dependence upon God 
for pardon, for comfort, for ftrength 
and for perfeverance in hetinefs. 
David’s fall excited in 
concern for others. Gries 
‘he had given occalion to 
| mies of the Lord to blafpheme, he 
i carneftly defired to remove 
chlion if he pofhbly could. He 
therefore refolved and 
jthat if he might be pardoned and 
reft pred to the divine 
would put forth his exe: 
the of fouls. 
will [t teach tranfgre {ors t 
an d fin ners {hail be conve 
thee.” By tranfzreffors 
mean thofe who ii 
takers of prace—t thofe 
who had been partakers of it but 
had backflidden.—His refolution 
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was to do all in his power for the 
converfion of finners and for the 
recovery of faints who had fallen 
When de was converted 
ne would fireng: brethren. 
And he p! ayed tor Others aS well 
as foi eI If. * Dogoudin thy 
good pleafureunto Zion ; build thou 
the walls of Jevutalem.”—For a 
full underitanding of the things 
here related let the 51{t Piaim be 


ben i i J 





| attentively read toge Suis with the 
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11th and 12th Chapters of the 2d 
Book of Samuel. 

Another obfervation ought to be 
made in commendation of David 
after his fall. He received re- 
proof witha proper temper. When 
it was adminiftered with the great- 
eft plainnefs, and from a fubject to 
a king, he did not refent it ; nei- 
ther did he difcover the leaft de- 
gree of@ngerat his reprover. ‘The 


reply he made was “have finned.” | 


Oa Dreams. 
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regulate all our conduét.—lIs it tq 
be fuppofed, that after our heaven- 
ly Father has done fo much for us 
—has pointed out our duty in fuch, 
explicit terms, and has flied up 
the book of Revelation, he will, 
either immediately, ox mediately, 


undertake to direét us, by the 


blind and confounding inftru@ion, 
| whichis, byfome fuppofed to be 


conveyed in dreams ?—I think not. 
It feems to me, that a much 


Inftead of being difpleafed with | more rational account may be giv- 


Nathan for the reproof, he highly 
efteemed him and loved him, and 
in teftimony of his efteem and af- 
fe&ion-and often to remind himfelf 
of the reproof, he called one of 
his fons Nathan, and one too whom 
he had by Bath-fheba. 1 Chron. 
ii. §. ‘* Rebuke a wife man and 
he will love thee. 

Thefe obfervations afford mo- 
tives to faints to ftand faft in the 
Lord, and warnings to finners to 
forfake their fins and turn to him: 
If the righteous are fcarcely faved, 


en, of the origin and defign of. 


dreams, than that they are fuggef 
tions of either good or bad invifi- 
ble beings, and intended to dire&, 
our conduct. And alfo, it feems 
to me, that we ought to look for 
this, that we may not countenance 
that ftrong inclination there is, in 
many minds at leaft, to obtain en- 
joyment without exertion. 

What but this induces multi-’ 
tudes to forfake the habits of hon- 
eft induftry, and depend upon 
growing rich, by the arts of fpec- 


where fhall the wicked ard ungod- ' ulation ; or even by the purchafe 
ly appear” ? Infidels themfelves | of alottery ticket ? 
fhould be filent and receive convic- | What, but the fame fpirit, can 
tion. Let the queftion be ferioufly | be the reafon, that others, forfa- 
putto them. Is not the evidence | king that perfect fyftem of divine 
of the reality of religion, from the ‘inftruétion contained in the bible, 
improvement which Peter and Da- | are feeking to grow wile, and to 
vid made of their fall, greater than | receive direction for their conautt, 
the evidence again{t it can poffibly , from the idle wanderings of their 
be from their fall itfelf ? | minds in fleep ? 
| Thefe are feclings, which, every: 
On the evil tendency of relying on | Ao pagal manne are 
fina | with to counteract ; as involving: 
‘in them the wretchednefs of al] by 


A MONG the various kinds of | whom they are indulged. 


fuperttition to which the hu- 
man mind is liable, a reliance on 
dreams is one which is calculated 
todo injury,to weak and unfettled 
minds ; to lead them away from 
that full, clear, and glorious light, 
which a merciful God hath afford- 
ed usin Revelation; and, by 
which, we may, with entire fafety, 

Vou. II. No. 3. 








This view of things has indu- 
ced me to offer you fome obferva- 
tions, principally cxtraéted from 
the 73 and 74 numbers of the 
periodical paper, called the A/ir- 
ror ; as exhibiting, in my view, 
important truth on this fubject 5 
I prefume that in the circle of ev- 
ery one’s acquaintance, perfons 
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may be found ; who, after almoft 
any event has taken place, will 
_ tell of fome dream, by which they 
fuppofe it was indicated to them.— 
I believe however, that it is not 
generally thought to be a mark of 
found judgmengand difcretion.— 
Nor do I think, that it will be ad- 
mitted as evidence atall, that invi- 
fible agents are concerned in our 
dreams. It feems to me not 1ca- 
fonable to fuppofe, that God would 
employ myriads of fuch agents, 
in fucha bufincls—Our dieams 
are certainly in general extremely 
unimportant 5 and unqueftionably 
th.» o‘ten receive their complex- 
tu, aud even their exiftence, from 
the {tate of our health, and other 
circumftances attending us, by 
which wé cannot reafonably fup- 
pofe fuch beings would be affected. 

The wife man obferves cn this 
fubject, that “ a dream comet 
“through the multutude of buft- 
* nefs.’—Agreeably to this idea, 


it muft be fuppofed, and by an 


* attentive obferver, whois free 
* from fuperftition, it will be found, 
*that dreams allade not to what 
* is future, but to what is prefeat 
“or paft, unlefs where we have 
‘ been anticipating fome fuiure e- 
vent; in which caf our dreams 
‘may poflibly refembie our con- 
“yetures. Now, if our conjec- 
* tures be right, and if our dreams 
“refemble them, it may happen 
‘that there fhali be a likencfs be- 
*tweena certain dream and a fu- 
“ture occurrence Batyin this, 
* there is nothing more fupernatu- 
“ral, than that I fhould dream to 
‘night of what I have been em- 
“ployed im to-day ; for this is 
‘nothing more than a pariicular 
“train of thought, impreffed upon 
“us in fleep, bya certain previous 
‘train of thoughts, into which 
*reafon and’ experience had led 
‘us when awake. For example, 
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‘when I fee a man diffipating his 
‘fortune by debauchery, I may, 
‘with reafon, apprehend, that 
‘ difeafe and poverty will foon over. 
‘take him. If this conje@ure 
‘troubles me in the day-time, it 
may alfo recur in fleep, accom. 
panied with fome vifionary cir. 
“cumftances ; and I fhall dream, 
‘perhaps, that I fee him in rags 
‘and mifery. Suppofe this really 
‘ happen foon after, what opinion 
‘am | to entertain concerning my 
‘dream ? Surely 1 have no more 
‘ reafon to confider tt as_propheti- 


‘ 


‘ 


? cal, than 1 have to look upon the 


‘ conjecture which gave rife to it as 
© the effect of infpiration.” 

“ Tatcmperance of every kind, 
* in cating or diinking, in fleep or 
‘watching, in reft or exercife, 
‘tends to make dreams difagreea- 
‘ble; and therefore one end of 
‘ dreaming may be, to recommend 
‘fobriety and moderation. For 
‘ the time we may employ in fleep 
‘bears a great proportion to the 
‘ whole of human lite; and if 
‘there be any expedient for ren- 
‘dering that portion of our time 
‘ agreeable, it is furely worth while 
‘to putit in practice. Habits of 
‘ virtue and fobernefs, the repref- 
‘ fion of turbulent defires, and the 
‘indulgence of pious, focial, and 
‘cheerful difpofitious, are, for 
‘the moti part, cifectual ia giving 
‘ that lightiaefs to the animal {pirits, 
‘and that calm temperature to i5s 
‘bleed, which promote thoughts 
‘ pleafurable through the day, asd 
‘iweet flumber and cafy dreams 
* by night.” 

‘Since our thoughts in fleép 
* may receive form and colour from 
‘many circumiiances ; from the 
* general ftate of our health, from 
‘the prefent ftate of the ftomach 
‘ and fluids, trom our employments, 
‘ and fromthe tenor of ourthoughts 
‘through the day ; thal! we be 








~~ 


mr 


yy see a UU RP 


"oy ve. Te 


a= _ —— 88 


‘furprifed at the variety of our 
‘ dreams? and when any uncom- 
‘mon or difagreeable dream oc- 
‘curs, is it not more rational to 
‘ refer ittoone ar the other of thefe 
‘ caufes, than to terrify ourfelves 
‘witha foolifh conccit, that it 1s 
‘ fupernatual, and betokens calam- 
‘ity. How often, during theday, 
‘ do theughts arife, which we can- 
‘not account for, as uncommon, 
‘perhaps, and incongruous, as 
‘ thole which.compofe our dreams. 
‘A very flight caufe may check 
‘ that infenfible perfpiration, which 
‘is fo neceffary to health ; and, 
‘when this happens, we cannot 
* expect that our dreams fhould 
‘ be fo eafy as at other times. —Let 
‘no one then be alarmed at an un- 
‘common dream. Itis probably 
‘nothing more thana fympton of 
‘a trifling bodily diforder; and, 
‘if fo, it has nothing morg to 
‘do with futurity, noris one whit 
‘more fupernatural, than a cut-fin- 
* geryor a pang of the tooth-ache.” 





An explanation of the 18th verfe 
of Obadiah. 


“ And the houfe of Facob fhall be a 
fire, and the houfe of Fofep> a 
flame, and the houfe of Efau for 
fubble, and they | all kindle in 
them, and devour ‘hen and there 
Soall not be any remaining of the 
“houfe of Efen™ 3 for the Lord 
hath fpoken it.’ 


H™ prophecy, afcribed to 
badiah, has particular ref- 

erence to the de‘truction of Edom, 
or the houfe of Efau. Edom was 
to be deftroyed for their pride and 
tor their wrong unto Jacob, as is 
obvious from the fourth verfe— 
For thy violence againft thy brother 
Facob, foame fhall cover thee, and 
thou foali be cut off forever. Tho’ 
defcended from ‘Abraham, the 


houfe of Efau mingled themfelves ' 


1661.] Lxplanation of Obadiah 18thv. Remarks on Heb. v.79. 99 


with the Aeathen, and aed the 
part of enemies to God’s church. 
They denied the Ifraelites a paf- 
fage through their country into Ca- 
naan—they joined a confederacy 
of heathen kings againit the people 
of God in the reign of Jehofhaphat 
—they captivated and flew many of 
the Jews in the reign of Ahaz— 
and they affifted the Chaldeans in 
burning Jerufalem. For all thefe 
things, the righteous Lord, the a- 
venger of his people, was prepar- 
ing a cup of wrath for them, and 
the prophet Obadiah was raifed 
up to announce his intentions. 
The verfe propofed for explanation, 
it is conceived, is merely a defcri 
tion of the way, in which God 
had determined to cut off Edom. 
This ftrange work of the Lord 
was to be effected by the inftrumen- 
tality of the houfe of Jacob, and 
the houfe of Jofeph. The verfe 
is highly figurative. When the 
fire is kindled in the dry ftubble, 
it confumes all before it. In aliu- 
fion to this, as a figure, the prophet 


fays, The houfe of Facob fall bea 
fire, and the houfe of Fofeph a 
flame, and the houfe of Efau for 
ftubble, and thzy, (the houfe of Ja- 
cob, and the houfe of Jofeph) /rall 
kindle in them (the houfe of Efau) 
and devour them, and there fball not 
be any remaining of the houfe of E. 
fau: For the Lord hath {poken tt. 
Agreeably to this, hiftory records 
that Judas Maccabeus, who has 
been called the Jewifh here, and 
Hircanus his nephew, effected the 
deftrustion of the Edomites, and 
configaed their nation to oblivion. 
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Hebrews v. 7. Who in the days 





of bis ‘fb. when he bad offered 
up prayersand f: pplications, with 
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frrong crying and tears, unto him 
that was able to fave him from 
death, and was heard, in that 
he feared. 


HESE wordsevidently refer 

unto our Saviour’s prayer, 

nd agony in the garden recorded 
in Matthew xxvi ; Mark xiv. and 
Luke xxii. at which time, Chrift 
began to be forrowful, fore ama- 
zed, andvery heavy, and faid to 
his difciples, my foul is exceed- 
ing forrowful even unto death ; and 
our Lord kneeled down, and fell 
én his face,and prayed to his Fath- 
ér that if it were poflible the hour 
Might pafs from him, and faid, 
4bba Father, all things are poflible 
unto thee, take away this cup from 
Mme; neverthelefs not what I will 
but what thou wilt, and being in an 


agony, he prayed more earneftly | 


and his fweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling downto the 
ground. This was the time when 
Chrift offered up prayers, and fup- 
plications, with ftrong cryings and 
tears: Our Lord conflicted with 
the powers of darknefs, and a fu- 
ernatural horror impreffed his ho- 
- foul ; and he was furrounded by 
infernal Spirits, who exercifed all 
their force and malice to tempt, 
vex, and diftraé his innocent foul. 
Otferve the thing petitioned, that 
the cup might be taken away, and 
pafs from him. If we could with 
precifion afcertain what is inten- 
ded by the cup, fach a difcovery 
might furnith us with a key to the 
text under prefent confideration.— 
It appears tome that the cup 
xeans, the fore terror and aw- 
ful combatin which Chrift was 
then a€tually engaged : Aad was 
beard in that be feared : was 
heard, that 1s, was helped, de- 
livered, God heard him and de- 
livercd him, in that he feared, 
from that particular which he fear- 
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ed, viz. that cup of anguith, thof 
terrors, and pains he fuffered when 
the powers of darknefs were fet 
upon him. It is inconfiftent to 
fuppofe our Lord prayed to be en- 
tirely freed or excufed from death 
and fufferings : and to illuftrate, fee 
John xii. 27. Chrift faid, in prof- 
pect of allhis fufferings, now is 
my foul troubled, and what fhall I 
fay ? What petition fhall I prefer 
unto my Father on this diftreffed 
occafion. Shall I fay Father fave 
from this hour ? as though he had 
faid I cannot make this prayer ; 
for this caufecame I unto thishour, 
I was born, amd came to die to 
redeem my people + and I appre- 
hend that Chnift never did, and 
never would, pray that the fiat 
cup, of death fhould be taken a- 
way ; for if Chrift had not died, 
the whole plan of redemption, and 
falvasion would have been frultra- 
ted, the divine perfeétions would 
not have appeared in their luftre, 
no atonement for fin, and not one 
of the pofterity of Adam would 
have been faved. This appears 
to be the moft fafe, and coniiftent 
fenfe of the text. 


An account of a work of divine 
grace, in a’revival of religton, in 
the counties of Orsrco and Dst- 
Awake, flate of New-York, in 
the year 1800, communicated to 
the Editors by the Rev. Fspivl- 
AH BUSHNELL, one of the Com 
neclicut Mifionartes. 


GENTLEMEN, 

N the courfe of my laft mithon 
] to the weftern counties of 
New-York, it pleafed God to pour 
out his Spirit upon fome of thofe 
counties, particularly the counties 
of Orfege and Delaware, in which 
there was a remarkable revival of 
religion. The following account 


of the revival, extracted from my 
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Miffionary journal, you will pleafe 
to publifh, if you think it will fub- 
ferve the caufe of truth and piety. 
The former of thefe counties 
lies upon the head waters of the 
Sufquehannah river, the latter upon 
the head waters of Delaware riv- 
er. The counties united compre- 
hend a traét of country, almolt as 
larce as the State of Conneéticut. 
‘Lhe moral ttate of the people 
in thefe counties, previous to the 
late awakenings, was much as it is 
in other parts of the new fettle- 
meats, which have not been vifi- 
ted with the effufions of the Holy 
Spirit. The people had Itle 
preaching, che fabbath was greatly 
profaned, andthe few pious peo- 
pie fcattered through the country 
were much difcouraged ; confe- 
uentlya train of vices and errors 
Lecedhod, which rendered the fit- 
uation of the country melancholy 
indeed. Some places were more 
enlightened and civilized than oth- 
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harveft ; at others, their profpects 
were covered withclouds,and they 
were afraid that the Holy One of 
Ifrael was departing. Thus the 
friends of Zion watched and pray- 
ed until near the laft of Apni, 
when it became evident that the 
caufe had gained ground, and a 
deep folemnity fat upon the counte- 
nances of many people. The la- 
ent fpark, which had gradually 
made its way to the confcience be- 
gan to burn with a gentle flame. 
The work increafed; in the 
month of May we had folemn days. 
Near the clofe of the month, ia 
one part of the town, called Lit- 


, tle Delaware, the .power of di- 


ers, but a general ftupidity reigned | 


through the whole ; and fome fet- 
tlements, where the power of di- 
vine grace has fince been glorioufly 
difplayed, were truly fitting in the 
region and fhadow of death. 

The firlt tokens of the late re- 
Npious attentioa in thefe counties, 
were yvilible in the town of Delhi, 
the capital of Delaware county. 
This place had been remarkable 
for {tupidity, religion was treated 
with contempt; and the little 
church, confiiting of three or four 
male members, concluded that they 
muit foon become exrinét. The 
revival began in the month of 
March, 1800. Its firft glim- 
merings were fmall, rendering it 
Coubtful whether a day of grace 
wes to fucceed. The fmall num- 
ber of Chriftians were between 
hope and fear ; fometimes, they 
thought the work increafed and 
there were profpets of a joyful 


A 





vine grace appeared to bear down 
all oppofition before it. Whole 
families were under deep conviction 
of their loft ftate ; they crowded 
to know what they muft do to be 
faved. It was glorious to fee the 
difplays of divine grace ; fome per- 
fons appeared as tho’ they had lof 
all their friends, and that their rv- 
in was inevitable, while others 
were comforted with the hope of 
divine mercy. Abont the time 
the awakening became vifible at 
Little Delaware, the attention of 
the people was arrefted, in the 
fouthern part of the town. Here 
the caufe Arageled with much 
polition, but was fucceeded, fo 
that a joyful number of people 
hopefully became the fadjects of 
the glorious work. The revival 
continued in the town without 
much alteration, for many months, 
until many finners were brought to 
experience in their fouls the merits 
of the Redeemer’s purchafe. 
About fifty perfons in this town, 
have become vitible members of 
Chiift’s church, fince the com- 
mencement of the late revival ; 
fome few others expect foon to 
make the fame public profefhon. 
While the work was imcreafing 
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at Delhi, God was pleafed to fend 
his Holy Spirit into the town of 
Franklin, which lies feventcen 
miles weft of Delhi. Vhe Rev. 
David Harrower preaches one 
half of the time in this place, the 
other half in the town of Wolton. 
The attention in this place, like 
that in Delhi, was gradual at its 
commencement ; until God, in 
the difpenfation of his providence, 
vifited that town with fome folemn 
inftances of mortality. Thefe, 


under God, gave vent to the feel- | 


ings of the people, which had been 
fappreffed through timidity. ‘The 
fear of the world vanifhed; and 
finners confeffed their guilt. It 
was afolemn time, for months; 
many people will remember it for- 
ever. How many people have 
made a public profethon of reli- 
gion in this place, fince the refor- 
mation began, I cannot tell, not 
having vifited them for months ; 
the number, however, is great. 

Soon after the awakening com- 
menced at Delhi, it began at Stam- 
ford, on Delaware river, ten miles 
north of Delhi. The attention 
has not been great among this peo- 
pie; they have received a pleafant 
fiower. The little church, for- 
med in this place, fome ycars fince, 
has been much refrethed, and con- 
fiderably ftrengthened by additions. 
Other places in the county have 
hai fome fmall fprinkling of di- 
vine grace, and particular inftances 
of converfion have been in mof 
parts of the county. 

We will now give fome account 
of the glorious work of God, in 
the county of Orfego. From in- 
formation fince the commencement 
of the awakening, it appears, that 
in this county, the religious atten- 
tion began in the hearts of the peo- 
ple months before it was noticed by 
the public eye. The Angel of 
God’s prefeace evidently went be- 
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in Otfego county. [Serz, 
| fore the preaching of the gofpel, 
| The Miffionaries obferved among 
ithe people, in fome parts of this 
county, an unufual readinefs to re. 
‘ceive the word. The good peo. 
ple appear to have been given much 
to fecret prayer, and in fome in- 
iftances united together for focial 
prayer, and to read the beit print. 
‘ed fermons. Some finners were 
conviéted of their danger, and 
| fome few hopefully converted, be- 
fore the work became public. 

At length, in Union fociety, at 
the head of Otfege creek, in the 
month of Apnl, 1800, the awa- 
kening put ona public appearance. 
The friends of the church began 
_to lift up their heads and fing, hop- 
| ing that the day of its redemption 
'drew nigh. The attention was 
| not great on its commencement ; 

one was awakened here, and one 

there, inalmoft every direction of 
| the focicty, and fome without its 
| bounds. It foon become evident, 

that the cloud of divine bleffing 

was gathering, and there wasa 
found of abundance ofrain. God 
‘evidently appeared to fet vp his 

kingdom in the hearts of men, and 
. ftout-hearted finnersfeemed to bow 
,to the power of divine grace.—~ 
Both the righteous and the wicked 
acknowledged, that God was pre- 
'fent. Our public affemblics and 
conferences were crouded, full, 
and folemn. Many people, on 
the fabbath, come a great diftance 
to divine worfhip ; fome eight, 
fome ten, and fome fifteen miles. 
Mifhonaries often preached to four, 
five, fix, and feven hundred peo- 
ple. Only the reading of a text 
of {cripture,or fome fentence from 
a fpeaker, would have more effect 
upon the audience than whole Ia- 
boured, approved difcourfes in time 
| of religious declenfion. God held 
| the work in his own hand ; creat- 
ures prayed, and fome of them 
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ufed the foolifhnefs of preaching, 
but God wrought the falvation ; 
to his name be the giory. The 
church in this place was formed 
fincethe awakening began ; it row 
confifts of fixty-oneperfons ; fome 
of them, however, live without 
the bounds ofthe Society. There | 
are other perfons alfo, who proba- 
bly will foon profefs their faith be- 
fore men. 

Soon after the commencement 
of the awakening at Union Socic- 
ty, divine lipht began to fhine in 
afma]! fettlement, called Metcalf 
fettlement. This fettlement is 


eight miles northeaft from Union | 


Society. About the fame timethe 
work made its appearance, in the 
Hartwick fettlement, feven miles 
foutheaft from THE Society 3 
tho’ inthis fettlement there had 
been fome tokens of an awakening, 
for fome time before. In each of 
the fettlementsChrift has a number 
of witnefles to his caufe ; they 
have not yetunited withany church, 
except thofe of them who refide 
in the weftern part of the Hart- 


wich fettlement, they have united — 


with the church in Union Society. 

About the middle of June the 
fame glorious work began in the 
town of Springfield, in the north- 
ern part of the County. ‘The 
means which God ufed at the be- 
ginning of the attention were a 
little fingular. The fall church 
in that place invited a clergyman 
tocome and preach with them oh 
the fabbath and adiminifter the facra- 
ment of the Lord’s fupper. On 
Friday, preceding the fabbath, he 
preached the beep aratory letuic. 
Afterthe public exercifes were clo- 
fed, he reguefied the church to 
tarry, and examincd ela rei {pcet- 
ing their experimental and » rattical 
reli ton. Th Cy 
m f rmily prayer, im the education 
of their children, and ia other 
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| Chriftian duties, that they were in- 
| formed without reformation, h¢ 
| did not feel clear to adminiftert to 
ithem the Loid’s fupper. The 
| church was folemnly moved, mof 
, of them were in tears, and before 
| they left the houfe confeficd their 
fin, and promifed reformation. 
Yrom that daythe church arofe from 
| the duft and puton her beautiful 
| garments ; and the awakening im- 
| mediately followed. It has, by 
"no means, been generalin thistown; ; 
fome people have been conviéted 
and hopefully converted, fome oth- 
exs foleminized, but many have re- 
mained unmoved. Our places of 


| divine worfhip have been full, and 
| ufually attended with much decen- 
cy, and fometimes with deep {0- 
_ lemnity. 
‘publicly united with the church, 


Seventeen perfons have 


in this place, fince the commence- 
ment of the awakening; and a 
confiderable number of others ex- 
| pect foon to *make the fame decla- 
| ration of their faith in Chril. 
The attention to religion began 
in Worcefter, in the month of Ju- 
| tysthoug igh in one part of the town 
there were favorable appearances 
fome time before. ‘This “town is 
on the foutheaft part of the Coun- 
ty 3 and is very exterfive, compre- 
hending three {mall focicties ; the 
land is mountainous, confe quently 
the people not fo numerous as in 
fome other parts of the country. 
The attention became public in the 
various parts of the town, nc carly 
at the fame time. Many people 
were under deep concern for their 
fouls ; and thcre was a gencra! 
flocking to hear the gofpel. in 
fome inftances, in this town, con- 
viction rofe uncommonly high, and 
fome coaveifions were remarkably 
_ Clear. 
It may be proper to mention one 
| inftance of convidtion : he was a 


RS 


'voung maa of handiome talents, 









































about twenty-five years of age. 
He had been tinétured with uni- 
verfalifm, but now fays, that he 
never, in his confcience, believed 
thofe fentiments. Soon afier his 
awakening commenced, his doubts 
were removed refpecting univerfal- 
ifm,and he wasconvinced there was 
a hell ; anda moft dreadful fcene 
of legal convictions followed. In 
converfation with his friends he 
often ufed thefe expreflions ; two 
hells are my portion, one in the 
mfernal regions, the other in my 





ee 


own breaft. Aftera feries of the | 


moft dreadful temptations in which 


his life was endangered, and his | 


friends much alarmed, God was 
pleafed to reveal his Son in him, 
and fhew him the richesot his grace. 
His converfion, in his own opinion, 


anguage was, it cannot be, that 
God thould fhow mercy to fuch 
a creature, asf am. 
he examined his hope, the morc he 
was comforted ; and finally be- 
came a vifible member of Chriit’s 
church. 

Probably, the awakening has 
been as genuine int this town, as in 
any part of the wildernefs. 


fefion of their faith in Chrift, fince 


the commencement of the awa- | 


kening. Fifteen of them have 
united with the firft church in 
town, feven with the fecend, and 
twenty-nine with the third. The 
latter of thefe churches was organ- 
ized, fince the commencement of 
the awakening, the cther two were 
previoufly formed. 

At Cooperftowa, the capital of 
the county, a large wealthy, and re- 
{peétable fociety has been organi- 
zed the laft fummer, and a church 


formed by the Rev. 2/2ac Lewis, 
who has fince been inttalled, their 
This church has increaf- 


The 


minifter, 
ed to thirty-three pe:fons. 
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| things of religion have appeared 
encouraging among this people for 
fome time ; but the prefent prof- 
pects are much more favorable In 
the northern part of the fociety, 
by the name of Piertown, God 
has difplayed his power, and ma- 
ny people are folemnly awakened, 
and numbers hopefully converted 
The profpetts, a this fociety, are 
now as encouraging as In any part 
of the county. 

In the courfe of my mifhon, I 
took a tour down the Sufquehan- 
nah river to Tioga Poiat, which 
is about one hundredand fifty miles 
from its fource, then turned my 
courfe weft up the Chenango river, 
called fomtimes Tioga river, fixty 
miles, then turned my courfe north- 


_ eaft through Cayuga, Onondago, 
was not the moft clear at firft 5 his | 


But the more | 


in matt pat. A 


Fifty- | 
one perfons havemadea public pro- | 








and Oneida counties. On the 
Sufquehannah and Chenango riv- 
ers, there are fome Chriftians, but 
the people are generally ftupid. Tn 
Cayuga and Onondago counties 
there tee been awake nings. The 
towns of Milton, Scipio, aad Ho- 

er have all secei ived thowers with- 
number of fet- 
tlements in Oneida county have 
experienced fimilar effufions of the 
Holy Spirit ; efpecially thefociety 
of Clinton, under the preaching 
of the Rev. Mr. Norton, and the 
town of Paris, under the miniftry 
of the Rev. Mr. Sveele have been 
uncommonly awakened, and a mul- 
titude of finners flocked to Chrift. 
The academy in Clinton, under 
the inftruétion of the Rev. Mr. 
Niles hasbecn confiderably favored. 
Alfo from accounts from Ontario 
county, Genefeey we learn that 
the churches formed there, in the 
great revival of religiona year ago 
laft fummer, are bu site up and edi- 
fied, and numbers of » Moe have 
minifters ordained. 

Thefe awakenings, in the new- 


fettiements, have becn regular and, 
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and freefromenthufiafmn. Perfons , ftupid in their fins. The trac of 
have, ‘at the beginning of their | country, through which miffiona- 
conviétions, been folemn, and have | ries, from the United States, trav- 
manifefted a great cagernefs to hear | el, is feveral hundred miles {quare. 
theword. Theircountenances have | This traét has but partially experi- 
been full of meaning, denoting that | enced the influences of the Holy 
fomething of importance lay with | Spirit, When we confider the 
great weight upon their minds. | worth of fouls, and their unalter- 
As their convictions increafed they | able ftate beyond the grave, it is 
have complained much of the ftub- | hoped that every. perfon will con- 
bornnefs of their hearts and of | tribute to fend falyation to thofe 
theirhelplefs ftate bynature. Pre- | who are deftitute of the means of 
vious to converfion, they have! grace ; notonly to our brethren 





been difpofed to find much fault | in the new-fettlements, but to the: 


with divine fovereignty ; but, when | heathenupon our frontiers. They 
they have been born again, they | have fouls as valuable as ours, and 
have joyfully embraced that glori- | are capable of enjoying the fame 
ous truth, as one of the great four- | {piritual and everlafting bleffings. 

ces of their confolation. Jefus| I have been kindly treated in 
Chrift and the bible have been the wildernefs. ‘The people pre- 
their great themes. They have | fent their thanks tothe Mifhonary 
not only improved exceedingly falt Society of Conneéticut, for their 
in the plain points of divinity, but | liberal contributions and exertions 
have made aftonifhing progrefs in | to the fupport of mifhons in the 
the great doétrines of the gofpel. new-fettlements. They with the 
They. have not been difpofed to | people in Conneéticut grace, mer- 
vaunt, but modeftly tohear, rath-| cy and peace, an hundred fold 


er than diétate. As faras we can more in this life, and in the world © 


judge, fince the commencement of | to come, life everlafting. 
the awakening, the fruits have been | Jepip:an Busunect. 
the effeét of that wifdom from a- Hartford, January 26thy 1801. 

bove, which “ is firft pure, then as 
peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be 
intreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and with- NE day, as Angelina fat con- 
out hypocrify.” O verfing with her minifter, 
The preaching, in thefe fettle-| who had called to fpend an half 
ments, has been plain. Minifters | hour in ferious difcourfe, with her, 
have dwelt much cn experimental | the converfation tarned upon ex- 
religion, on the great doétrines | perimental religion, and the pow- 
of fovereign grace ; fuch as repen- er of godlinefs, as a fatisfying 
tance, faith, the neceflity of the , witnefs, of the truth of the gofpel, 
new birth, and other plaid orlead- to thebeliever’s mind. For it was 
ing doctrines of the gofpel. They known that Angelina had long en- 
have alfo equally enforced Cheil- tertained an humble hope .of her 
tian morals asthe only vifible evie change cf heart, and had given 
dence of a gracious fiate. fuch an external evidence of Chrif- 
_ Notwithitanding the great re- tian humility and piety, in her life 
vivals of relivion ia the new-fet-' and converfation, as gained the ap- 
tlements, for two ycars paft, a probation of all her acquaintance. 
great part of the wilderneferemain ‘The fubie&, therefore, wasa nat< 
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Aagelina, a Fragment. 












































ural one; and was intended to lead 
to an impartial difcovery of the 
feelings of her own mind, which 
were accordingly related, in fub- 
ftance, as follows,—* For a long 
‘time, faid fhe, I was under feri- 
‘ous impreflions of mind, and a 
‘ deep concern for the falvation of 
‘myfoul. I feemed to be alone, 
‘in my diftrefs. 1 confidered my- 
‘felf tobefingular. All the world 
* around me appeared to be ftupid ; 
‘ the wifeand the foolifh virgins bed 
* alike fallen afleep,and incompany, 
‘ experimental religion rarely 
‘mentioned, but in the way of 
* contempt. 
* can there be any thing in ex peri- 
‘mental religion? Can the great 
¢ God'of nature, that made heav- 
‘en and earth, condefcend to fill 
‘ the fouls of any of the finful chil- 
* dren of men, with fuch heartfelt 
* difcoveries of his ineffable grace 
“and glory, as is fometimes pre- 
* tended: Is it not all a delufion? 
* The gay world laugh at it. Pro- 
‘ feffurs are few in number ; they 
* fay little about it. Where then 
* is the evidence of its truth? But 
‘this anfwer was - fatisfactory. 
*My mind was {till diftreffed. 
‘ Something was Peni I could 
‘not rcft eafy ; for confcience 
‘whifpered, all is not right. I 
‘ wanted ond friend, to whom I 
‘might difclofe thefe feelings of 
‘ my heart ; but I knew of none, 
‘ fawhom Thad fufficient confidence 
* to mention fo interefting a fubjcét. 
‘Thad bought myfelf a little fe- 
* Jetion of books, and among oth- 
“ers, Milton’s paradife loft fell 
‘in my way. In reading his ac- 
* count cf the fall of man, and of 
‘the miferable ftate of finners, I 
* felt more diftrefled than ever for 
«my foul. I now gained a clearer 
‘ knowledge of the dodrine of the 
* real depravity and helplefinefs of 
* the finner than ever | had before 
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I often afked m: yfelf, 
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‘had, and faw the real necefhity of 
‘regeneration. This led me to 
‘ Search the fcriptures, on the fub. 
‘ ject, with great attention, and t 
read other religiousbooks. Icon. 
tinued inthis {tate of mind, anxiou: 
and diftreffedandtrying tohumble 
myfelf before God, for my fins, fo; 
neatly ayear. Sometimes much dif. 
trefied, then, again, more tran. 
quil; and then I would hope, I 
was regenerated. Then, again, 
I was "us cought to fee, I had found 
no revtin; g place. In this refilefs 
‘manrer I hved till the late revival, 
which was fo wonderful and ¢lo- 
rious, that it renewed all ¥ for. 
mer convié lions afreth ; for in- 
ftead of being fingularly diftreffed 
above otliers, [now felt myicli 
as much behind many, in this ref- 
pect. So that I now was dif- 
trefled to think I was no more 
diftreffed, under a feeling fenfe of 
my fins, being at the fame time 
anxious, diligent in the ufe of 
means, pray rerful and never {par- 
ing any pains to hear religious in- 
ftrudtiion, At length, I fuffered 
my{clf to entertain a weak and 
humble hope of regeneration ; 
ecling a real change in my heart 
and afiecétions towards the Trinity 
and the duties of religion in gen- 
eral, tho’ in all my diftreffcs not 
being able to fix upon the precife 
moment. I thought I could fay, 
one thing I believe, whereas | 
was once blind, I now fee. I 
felt that I truly loved God and 
ieligion, and found it my chief 
joy to promote his glory.— 
Sull, T was anxious, for though 
I adinitted a hope, and joined 
the people of God, I was far 
from enjoying myfelt fo much as 
fome other lively Chriftians did, 
being perplexed with doubts, be- 
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‘to my foul, with peculiar power 
‘and glory; that I might no longer 
‘ doubt my experience of his glo- 
‘rious grace. One night, | after 
‘ having been to a religious meeting, 
‘at which I was much affected, 
‘with the truths delivered, while 
‘at prayer I cannot but hope my 
‘requeft was granted. fecemed 
‘to have an unufual fpirit and free- 
‘dom in prayer. I feemed to rife 
‘ above the world and all its vani- 
‘ties, and all the energies of my 
‘foul weré unitedly drawn out in 
‘ fervent {upplication to God, that 
‘he would fhow me his glory and 
‘grant me his falvation.” ‘ Or 
“ever I was aware, my foul made 
me like the chariots of Ammina- 
“dab. Retura, return, O Shu- 
“ Jamite, return, return, that we 
“may look upon thee.” “In a 
‘moment my foul was filled with 
‘unutterable joy and glory ; and 
“God and the Lord Jefus were 
*bro’t nigh unto my foul. I thea 
‘ tafted that the Lord was gracious. 
* I felt the all-fubduing power of his 
‘ grace, melting all the powers of 
‘my foul, at his feet, into a rap- 
‘ture of holy love, gratitude, joy 
‘and praife. It feemed like heav- 
‘en begun upon earth ; and for 
‘once, [felt completely happy, in 
‘the enjoyment of God. God and 
‘ Chrift, heaven and hell, and fal- 
* vation by grace were now heart- 
‘ felt realities. It feemed to me, 
‘atthe time, that, if it bad beea 
* my proper province, I could have 
‘ gone out, and convinced all the 
* infidels and {coffers at religion, in 
‘the world, of their folly and 
‘miadnefs, and of the reality of 
‘experimental religion. Every 
‘thing wasreal. Theyail between 
‘this and the heavenly ftate feem- 
ed crawa up and invifible things 
were no longer hidden. 


‘ . I felt a 
wiilingnels to follow, wherever 


God ia his providence fhould 
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‘Jead the way. Since that time I 
‘ have had feveral times of fweet 
* refrefhiag from the Lord; and 
‘ tho’ I often have had reafon to la- 
‘ ment my coldnefs and wantof zeal 
‘ inreligion ; yet, 1 neverhave had 
‘ thofe anxieties and fears of being 
‘deceived in my hope, which I 
‘had betore.”? Well, then, re- 
plied the clergyman, after hearing 
her out, you confider the gofpel its 
own witnefls, do you not, Angeli- 
na ?—-Or, in other words, you be- 
lieve there is fuch a thing as a per- 
fon’s having fuch a change of heart, 


‘and fuch an inward convittion of 


the truth of the fcriptures by the 
renewing and fanctifying influences 
of the holy fpirit, as to be fully 
fatishied of their truth, without any 
other evidence than what flows from 
the doctrines themfelves, thus ap- 
plied by the power of the Eoly 
Ghoft ?—-** 1 have tho’t fo,” an- 
fwered Angelina ; “and I ftill 
think fo. I know, I am weak 
in ftrength. I feel liable to fall 
into temptations and fin, and I 
am afhamed of myfelf, to think | 
live no more to the glory of God ; 
or that I fhould fo ofem dread 
the reproaches of the world, in 
the way of duty. But yet, it 
feems to me, that whatever infi- 
dels may fay or do, (cr, what- 
ever may be the conduét of thofe 
ftony-ground hearers, who once 
faid, we will ferve the Lord, but 
now ferve him no louger,) noth- 
ing will make me rejeét the Lord 
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the divine power of the Hely 
‘ Ghoft in the finner’s regenera- 
€ tion.”’——May notChriftians then, 
replied the clergyman, humbly a- 
dopt the language of the great A- 
poltle of the Gentiles, ** I am not 
afhamed: for I know whom I 
have believed, and am perfuaded 
that he is able to keep that whith 
I have committed unto him againtt 


Jefus, nor doubt the reality of 
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that day” ?—Doubtlefs, it was this 
internal evidence of experimental 
religion, arifing from the renew- 
ing, the fanctifying, the. ftrength- 
ening and the comforting power of 
the Holy Ghoft, which enabled 
fo many of the primitive Chriftians 
to fay, “ Odeath ! Where is thy 
fting’”’ ? Even when begirt with 
fiery fagots, or torne to pieces, limb 
by limb, in the flow pains of the 
torturing wheel. 
: AMANA. 


Admonitions from the Death-Bed. 
(Continued from p. 70. 
NUMBER II. 


Megs’rs Enitors, 
BSERVING that you pub- 
lithed my firftnumber, I fend 


think it worthy of publication, you 


Magazine. I fhall firft menticn 


fome reflefions on the dying fpeech | 


of an aged and pious minifter of the 


gofpel, Jately communicated tome | 


in a letter from a friend ; and then 
relate a cafe which fell within my 


ownobfervation. My friendwrites | 


as follows : 

«© An agedand pious minifter of 
the pofpel, in New-England, who 
died a few years ago, addrefied 
himfelf to a younger brother, who 
vifited him in his laft:ficknefs, near- 
ly in the following words : “ My 
‘dear Brother, you are engaged 
‘in a great and good work. ‘< 
‘ faithful to Chrift and to the fouls 
‘ormen. Be aburdantzin labors; 
‘and faint not under trials and 
‘temptations. Jf wou put your 
*truft in the Receemer, he will 
‘fupport you in life and in desth, 
‘and will give you a crown of im- 
‘mortal glory. I can aflure you 
‘thatitis fate to truft in God as 
‘ revealed in Jefus Chritt. I feel 


Admonitions from the Death-Bed. 





, ty. 








[Ssrr, 


myfelf to be near the world of 
‘Spirits. I think that I can 
‘commit myfelf into the hand of 
‘God. Lam fure that it is my 
‘ duty thus todo ; and that itis 
the only way to find true peace 
¢ and happinefs, in life, and in the 
‘hour of death. I never did any 
‘thing to recommend myfelf to 
‘God : J have been an unprofita- 
“ble fervant. All my hope is 
* built upon the fovereign mercy of 
‘God. The divine fovereignty is 
‘not mere arbitrary pleafure ; 
‘ there is nothing like tyranny init : 
“It is holy fovereignty—it is wife 
‘ fovereignty—it is good fovereign- 
Ido not find the rapturous 
« joy in religion which fome appear 
‘to poflefs, when they apprehend 
‘themfelres to be on the borders 


‘ 


‘ 


| © of the eternal world; but I find 
you another piece which, if you | 


‘trne peace and folid enjoyment 


. ¢in the glorious doétrine of the di- 
will pleafe to infert in your ufeful | 


‘ vine fovereignty.”” 

‘“ Inthis frame of mind, this 
worthy and pious man continued 
to the end ofhis days. This ven- 
erable father profefled to build on 
the cnly foundation of Chriftian 
hope. God fhows favorto finners, 
either from reafons which exiftin 
them or in himfelf. If any fuppole 
that they are made heirs of the 
heavenly inheritance, on account 
of fomething in themfelves, they 
are undcr an awful delufion. Is- 
ftead of being the children of God, 
they are yet in their fins, and in 
the high road to endlefs woe. 
What did any one of the apoftate 
race of Adam ever do, which 
could recommend him to God? 
What finner would turn to God, 
if he were left to indulge his own 
corrupt defires ? The reafons which 
influence the Moft High to fave 
{finners, muft be taken from his in- 
finite benevolence and wifdom. 
Fiereinis love, not that we boved 
God, but that he loved us and fert 
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his Son to Le the propitiation for our 


fins. We love him, becaufe he firji 


loved us. 1 Johniv. to, 19. 

« The atonement which Chrift 
hath made doth not change the 
hearts of finners. They will con- 
tinue enemies to God, if he deth 
not fubdue them by the efficacious 
influencesof his holyfpirit. When 
he doth this, he afeth from the 
fame gencral motives as he did in 
providing a ranfom for a rebellious 
race. Chriflian experience har- 
monizes with Chriftian doétrine. 
True believers, amidft ail their 
do¢trinal miftakes, will acknowl- 
edge that they never fhould have 
been brought intoChrilt’s kingdom, 
or have remained in it, had not 
God, in fovereign mercy, renew- 
ed them in the fpirit of their minds, 
and kept them by his almighty 
ox 

“* The prefent fubje& furnifhes 
arule of trial fer all who profefs 
to be Chriltians. Do you believe 
that God fhowed mercy to you, 
for reafons taken from your 1 es 
or frorn his own | ? Do you believe 
that you fi firft fitt ¢ yourk Ives for 2 
place ta Chrift’s family, and that 
by this fitnefs yor a God to 
come to your “alti tance! Or are 
you conv inced that he Grit came 
by t the efficacious influences of his 
foirit, and inclined you to fubmit 
to his holy will? When death is 
brought near to you, do you feel 
that you can plead with God for 
acceptance, On account of your 
tuithtuinefs in improving the means 
of grace ? Or do you feel that you 
mult plead for favor folely on the 
ground of his holy, wife, and good 
lovereigaty, as difplay ed in the 
gofpel ? 


“oT 


Phe Lord traineth up his peo- 
ple for heaven, in a way which 
prepares them to fay with a loud 
voce, Worthy is the Lamb that was 

lain to receive power, aud riches, 
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and wifdom, and firength, and hon- 
or, and glory, aid blefing.” 

The inftance aboverecited fhows 
how great fupport is derived in the 
hour of death, from a fubmiffive 
truft in the wife and holy fovereign- 
ty of God. The peace and con- 
folation of a dying Chriftian ftri- 
kingly evince that true religion is 
a thing real in the heart ; alfo that 
itis given by a {pecial communica- 

tion from God himfelf. As there 
is a great diverfity in the lives, fo 
there appears tobe in the deaths 
of thofe for whom we have a char- 
itable hope, that they arethe friends 
of Chrifi. In this matter, God 
conducts as a fovereign. He may 
have wife reafons for denying fpe- 
cial fypports and communications 
of his love to fome whom he hath 
forgiven : andamong thefe reafons 
one may be, the honor of religion. 
Chriftians often deviate publicly 
from the charaéter of piety, meek- 
nefs, humility and condefcenfion, 
which they ought to fupport. They 
mi: Ly have "Hog which eafily befet 
ihem, againit which they do not 
watch and pray as they ought ; 
and by which they give the en- 
emy occafion to fcandahize a reli- 
gious profefion. In fuch cafes, I ‘f 
think we have little reafon to ex- iy 
pect thofe communications of light | 2 
and peace, which are neceffury for 

a triumphant death. 

I will defcribean inMance which ee 
fell under myown obfervation. Ir ye 





was a man who appeared to be con- tena 
ftituttonally expofed to rath anger. ; ut 
In his youth he became ferious and F P's ; 
made a profeflion of religion ; and, apy 
until his death, which happened } tae 
about the age of fixty, except in a sks 
the fautt which hath been mention- ». ae 
ed, lived ina moft exemplary man- ; la 
ner. His heart generally appear- i 
ed warm with a love of God, the .) 
truth, and the fouls of men; he Oe 

was a fteady and affeétionate at- . ag 
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tendant on the public and private 
duties of religious werfhip ; and 
to his moit intimate, pious ac- 
quaintance gave comfortable evi- 
dence ofa graciousfincerity. But 
by the fin beforementioned, 
was often left todifhonor his Chrif- 
tian profeflion, 
his life. The decline which en- 
ded in his death was long, and 
through the whole of his ficknefs 
he was covered with the « 


fonal condition. His reafon was 
clear, nor was there any evidence 
of hypocondriac siclancholy. Elis 
former pious companion {pent 
much time with him in sail, 
tion and prayer, without any effect 
to remove his darknefs. He ap- 


of the nature of religion, but could 
feel none of its power. He faid 

there was no rifing of his heart a- 
gainft God and the truth, at the 
ame time he appeared tobe in deep 
diftrefs, without a ray of light or 
comfort to cheer the dreary hour. 
The fin of rafi anger lay with 
great weight on his confeience 
he now faw that he hadnot 

ed againft that befetting fin as he 
ought to have done. 

appear to be terrified 
of divine anger 


¥eeUN 


with a fenfe 


and yen 


fenfe that all divine communica- 
tions 


God is altog ether 


fenfible communications of his 
grace ?”” 

The ttate of this perfon we 
know not, andif he was pious, 
as thofe moft acquainted with his 
whole life continued to hope, why 
did God leave himin fuch fearful 
darkneis ? Perhaps wirhout eaquir- 
ing too curioufly intoe the reafons 
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he | 


in the courfe of 





ecpeft 
darknefs concerning his own per- | 





>, and | 
vatch- | death ; and when this requeft 
' . 
| granted, matter a life ofeminent watch- 


He did not | 


geance 5 
but his pain of mind, which was | 
foractinies extreme, arofe from a | 
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of a fovereign difpenfation, we 
may conjecture it was done to bear 
witnefs againft a fin by which he 
had often dithonored a Chriftian 
profeihon, and tempted finful men 
to doubt the reality of a mee 
and lowly chara&er as Aisin 
to the difciples of Chrift. Chrif- 
tians have no right to expect that 
God will bear a. witnefs for them 
in death, unlefs 4 _— witnef- 
fed for him by fuc life as the 
gofpel requireth. “tes may, by 


natural conftitution, or by a con- 


tracted habit; or by temptations 
arifing froma particular fituation 


| ne employment, be more expo- 


fed to fome fins than to others ; 
Ail this is no juftification. Chrif. 


| tians fhould never fay, this or a- 
peared to have clear Conceptions | 


nother finis unconquerable, for it 
is not truth. The moft powerful 
fins may be refifted by rity grace of 
God, which we ought continually 
to feek. Sins of every kind are 
to be refifted, and thofe efpecially 
by witch we are confcious of be- 
ing molt cafily overcome 

“Te te common to pray that we 
may have the divine prefence in 


ia) 
baaay aha 
f . 
neft 1s 


fulnefs, piety, and an exemplary 
holy converfation, it proves very 
imprefive on the minds of furvi- 
vors. Chriftians are confirmed in 
the covenant faithfulnefs of their 


| Redeemer, and ungodly men are 
were withdrawn from him. 
His lait intelligible words were, | 
withdrawn : | 
how dreadful it is to have no | 


convinced of divine power and 
grace. But let not thofe who live 
unworthy their profeflion, and are 
conitantly crucifying Chrilt afrefh, 
by their unchriftian pafiions and 
practices expect extraordinary fup- 
portin death. It is true that di- 
vine fovereignty may grant it, yet 
it is more probable that infinite wif- 
dom will bear teftimony againft their 
great imperfeétionsby leaving them 
to afflicting darknefs. 
PRESBUTEROS. 
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Mess’rs Epitors, 

IF you have nothing at hand 
which you judge will be more ufe- 
ful, pleafe to infert the following in 
your magazine: 


A letter to a young perfor who had 
long labored under ihe extreme 
pains of a wounded con/cience. 


My pear Friend, 

S the things of which now 

write are of infiniteimportance 
to you,nolefsthanaboutthe concerns 
of your immortal foul, permit me 
to write freely thofe truths which 
you muft feel, before you can ex- 
pect to receive the fanctifying influ- 
ences of God’s holy fpirit. You 
inform me, in your letter, that 
you are ready fometimes to defpair 
of God’s ever changing your 
heart, or of bringing you home to 
himfelf ; but rather are led to 
think you were made for the pur- 
pofe of being miferable forever. 
Such thoughts are truly diftrefling, 
and are fuch as you ought not to 
indulge. You have indeed been a 
long time in diftrefs and anguith ; 
you have feen many others receiv- 
ing comfort, and obtaining a hope 
that they are brought from death 
unto life. But thefe things ought 
not to difcourage you. Be not 
difcouraged in a thing of fo great 
importance as the welfare of your 
immortal foul. 
end. Confider God has a right 
to do his pleafure wiih his own, 
and it is juft for him fo to do. 
He is now trying you, to Jet vou 
{2c that you are not truly defirous 


of having an intereft in Chritt; 
but are excited only by fear of 
punthment.  ¢ Confid ers further, 
that probably tus is the bcit time 
you will ever have for doi ug | his 


great work, which is tobe done, 
or you m ult perth forever.—-Chrift | 
lays cc fe ace aman be bora a- 


gain he caunot {cz the kingde m of ! for our encouyaecmcnt. 


Perfevere unto the - 


Letter to an awakened Sinner. 
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God.” You muft acknowledge 
this to be the beft time. Will you 
ever be fo free from care and 
worldly concerns, as at prefent ? 
Will you not rather, as you grow 
older, grow likewife older in ini- 
quity, and increafe the danger of 
final perdition? Susely you never 
will be better able to bear the pains 
of a wounded confcience than at 
prefent. Do not, becaufe you 
have been a long time under con- 
viction, and have received no com- 
fort, defpair of receiving mercy 
from God. Permit me to tell 
you plainly, it is you who are un- 
willing to come ; fo that if you 
finally perifh, it will be while Je- 
fus cries, ‘© Whofeever will may 
partake of the water of life freely.” 
But the declaration of God to 
youth is ftill more encouraging. 
“ T love them that love me and 
thofe that feek me early /hall find 
me.’ Nothing can be more di- 
retly adapted to you. And will 
you doubt the words of God him- 
felf ? He fays he will not turn away 
thofe empty who fincerely feek 
him. Recolleé you are not the 
only perfon whofe unregenerate 
feeking has been long unfuccefsful ; 
that God has fuffered others to re- 
main a long time in anguifh,.al- 
moft to defpair ; but has at length 
appeared for them, and given them 
anotherheart andthat joy and peace 
in believing which the world cat 
neither give nor take away. You 
fhould not defpair of receiving mer- 
cy from God, - many who have 
labored under 1 e pains ofa woun- 
ded corfcience have, through the 
divine fovereignty, embraced the 
promifes. Such inilances are by 
Lo means rare 3 they are to be feen 
in every revival of religion in our 
— Se sian they are not only to 

e {een among us at the prefent day, 
*e are BN in the f{criptures 
Another 


i 
{ 


ea 
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reafon why you fhould not defpair, 
is that you will incur the difpleaf- 

re of God; and becaufe you 
will be in great danger ot being a 
final impenirent. That God is dif- 
pleafed with thole who turn back is 
abundantly taught from the forip- 
tures, but more particulariy fiom 
Hebrews x. 38. “ If any man 
draw back, my foul fhail have no 
pleafure inhim.”” And from Luke 
ix. 62. “ No man having put his 


hand to the piough, and looking | 


back is fit tor the kingdom of God.” 
The danger you will be ia of being 
a fmal impenitent is very grea 


you have been concerned for the 
welfare of your foul. Every time 
you fhake off the ideas of future 
and eternal things, you become 
more hardened, aad lefs likely to 
beawakenedagain. Do not there- 
fore quench the fpirit. Be often 
at the throne of ¢ grace. 


that you can do any thing of your- 


felf to merit falvation. 
are in an impenitent {tate every ac- 
tion 1s fin. You mutt feel w: ling 
to be inthe hands of God, ond 
that Chrift fhould be ail in all, 

your falvation, or you can never at- 
tain eternal life. That God would 


paic you tor the reception of his 


holy ipirit, is the earneft prayer of 


your afte ti: onate frei nd, 
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Mess’rs. Epirons, 
it the following extract from 
a letier, wiitten fomicrime ago to a 
’ ° “ 3 , 
young gentlemen in © oliege, fhouid 
be thought pioper tue a 
a i aa ; 
the Best elical Macazine, 
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Dear 


S your furber was bus 
younger than myfel: < 
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ai ketier to a young Gentleman in College. 





Th rink not | 


While you 


| follies 


ithe \ mG 
b net wild L244 
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amiable perion, and we paffed the 
vears of childhood and youth to- 
gether, e was a brother peculiarly 
dear to me. Asthe natural con- 
fequence of this, you, his only fon 
and bearing his name, havea {pe- 
cial fhare in ny affe@tionate regard. 
I trait you wul, the refore, not 
think it ftrange, nor confider me 
as acting an over-officious part, if 
Laddrefs you with freedom, and 
make an effort to ferve you, in the 
only wey in which | am at prefent 


| able to attempt it. 


The only intelligence Ihave had 


t. | of youin a number of years, was 
This probably is not the firft time | 


communicated by Mr. He 
informed tne, that you had enter- 


ed a member of Yale College.— 


| Hence, I confider you in a fitua- 
| tion, which, to a young man of 


your age, and in your circumitan- 
ces, preferts great good to be ob- 
tained and accomplithed, by a ftea- 
dy, wife aad virtuous condué, and 
a judicious and faithful improve- 
ment of the means and advantages 


| placed within your reach ; but ex- 
_ pofed to numerous and great temp- 


tations, and encompaffed with 
—_— . : : 

inaresand dangers, which render 
it problematical, whether the refult 


_ will be ultimately beneficial to you. 
fubdue your {tubborn will, and pre- | 


It isextremely dificult for the 
inexperience of youth to attain 
clear idcas anda juit fenfe of the 
vaft importance of a diligent and 

wife improvement of the early part 
of iife—of keeping clear of the 
and vices, into which the 
young are liable to fall, and as 
much as be out of the way of 
temptatioin—-oF governing their ay- 
poutesa 1d paihous ——of fixing goud 


peencip ~ 
es 


lilay 
J 


iuinds—ot aC- 

caltuvating good and 
7° ro. 2 

y habits of induilry, 

temperance, chattity, 

henetiy, integrity, bconev- 

kiadnefs and incicy-~-ot 

aif.’ ge aid 
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m ainly line of conduct—of reve- 
rencing the name, the word and 
the werfhi ip of God, and in fhort, 
of carly picty and true relig: ion. 
Therefore, as your! father w: isiong 
fince taken way, permit mein his 
tead, with the affectionate tender- 
refs and concern of a father for his 
fon, to entreat and befeech you, to 
i aad habitually bear in 
mind, that the exiitence begun in 
tinis world isto continue forever, 
and that during the fhort period of 
your prefent life, your charaéter 
will be formed for eterr ity, and a 
foundation Jaid for endlefs glory 
or endlefs mifery— that the eye of 
Ged is continually upon you and 
nothing can be hid from him —that 
in order to efcape everlafti: ng de- 
ftruétion and be happy hereafter, 
you mult be bora of God, and 
faved by grace, through faith in 
Chrift—that the holy fcriptures, 
however lightly efteemed coal def- 
pifed by many, are indeed the word 


iifeonary Soctety of Connedicut. 


of the hiwing God, and contain 
the only true a! nd perfe ct rule of | 
cf . v a 

faith and pradtice. De pertuaded, 


thoroaf, 
mererore 


FS a ee 
ec, to rea 


with at- 
tention—to attend, with confcien- 
faered infti- 
contained and 1a- 
culeated——o refrain from every 
thing which appears to be contrary 
to the will of God revealed in his 
word, and to ftudy to conform in 
ali refpeéts to hic revealed will, and 


tious dilligence, the 


tutions thercin 


to Ict no Gay pats without prayer 
* oc. 
andthank'aiving to Ged. Be per- 


Sadad tGikeunsie , trenlar 
fuaded AIN YG wwhho, to be particular ly 


c a} @ @errae Am +« rer £ 9 * 
carefrl, thal you ao not consent to 
} ; : c ' 
the enticements of finners, or af- 
Ee Oe. “aeaee eebaak * aces 
wCiace W ith ime vicious and 


cpro- 
re , rl ’ _ - 
fane ; Dut cnoote the 


virtuous, the 
well behaved and pions for 


your 
companions, remember ing. ‘that 
“ he who walketh with wife men 


fhall be wife ; but a companion of 


fools fhall be de troyed.” 
Let me entreat you alfo, to be 
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particularly cautious againit th: 
too fr cquent practice of difreg ard- 
ing and defpifing inftructors anc 

governors, and treating their ine 
itructions reproofs 
and authority with negiectand con- 
tempt ; and on the gontrary, to 
refpcet and eftcem them, and to 


endeavor to pofiefs their good will 
and c{teem by a un iformly y ftea dy; 
orderly anc { dutiful, unaflu ning and 
modeft carriage and bchaviour— 

» exe reife d dill igence and difcretion 
in the profecution of your ftudies, 
taking advice and direction from 
your teachers, and fuch as, thro’ 
ageand experience, are likely to 
be in that way ceable to you. 


and 


counic a RT 


ferviccable t 
And whilft you labor to make pro- 
ficiency in the knowledge of arts 
and fciences, and the various 
branches of polite or ufeful litera- 
sat remember, that the wifdom 
whichis from above, involving the 
fear of the Lord, is ight ly necef- 
fary to fit you for acting in a man- 
nex moft honorable and wfeful to 
yourfelf and to others, in any pub- 
lic bufinefs or ftation, calling or 
profe “fhion Ny and abfolute! iy Mlenti: al 
to your future everlatting felicity. 
I know anew what fentiments 

and feelings youmay be likely t 
receive this Ictter, which an carneft 
defire for your beft good has indu- 
ced me to write ; tho’ on account 
of extreme low health, it has been 
not a little labor and wearinefs<o 
me. But if yor. fhould take it 
in good part, and it fhould, thro’ 
the b lefling of God, prove the oc- 
cafion or means of any real benefit 

to you, I fhall think myfelf mof 
amply recompented. 


An Addrefs from the Trujices of 
the Miffionary Society of Con- 
neBicut, to ihe Fohaiteets of the 
New-Setthements, in the northern 
and Wefern parts of the United 
Siates. 
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Chriftian Friends end Brethren. 
HE deep impreilions which 
the entirely deftitute condi- 
tion of various of the New-Sctile- 
ments, in the States of New-York 
and Vermont, with refpeét to the 
preaching of the gofpel, the ad- 
miniftration of the ordinances, 
and the enjoyment of the means 
of grace in general made upon the 
minds of the minifters and good 

people of this ftate, witha confid- 
eration of their inability, in their 
infancy, to fupport thofe means, 
induced them, tome years fince, to 
devife and effeé 
the affiftance of thofe fetilements. 


Miffionary Society of Connecizc 





meafures for, 


With a view that you and your | 


dear children might, 
urs, enjoy the bleffings of the gof- 
pel, fix general contributions have 
been made through the flate, and | 
a confiderable number of miffiona- | 
ries have been annually employed 
in preaching the gofpel, infirudting 
your children, adminifting the 
facraments,and in gathering church- 
es unto the name of the Lord a- 
mong you. 
have : endured much pats a 


hardfhip, andto have been labor: 


ial eLtihea 


ous for your fouls, for Choift’s and 
the gofpel’s fake. You have wit- 

nefled their zeal, labors and con- 
cern for you and your offspring. 


We hope that through the divine 
blefling both you and they have 
profited by their faithful and holy 
miniftrations. Thofe of us, who, 
during thofe years, have been ap- 
pointed by the Mifonary Society 
of Conneéticut, to carry their be 
nevolent defigns into execution 
have employed much concern and 
many prayers in your behalf, lave 
expended much time and labor, 
and been at confiderable expente 


annually, to ferve the heft inieretts | 


of youifelves and children, whom, 


in general, we never faw, nor ex- | 
pect to fee until we thall meet iv! religion on your tiie, be ap 


with us and | 






(Serr, 


the great and general judgment. 
Under thefe fureft pledges of our 
bencvolent concern and regards for 
you, we perfuade ourfelves that 
you will, in a candid and moft fe- 
rious manner receive, the addrefs 
which we now make to you, and 
that you will earneftly and imme- 
diately attend to the duties which 
we recommend. 

Know, we befeech you, That 
religion is the great concern and 


bufinefs, the dignity and happi- 
nefs of man. Wuifdom is the 
principal thing; the one thing 
needful. Therefore get wifdom. 
Seck firft the kingdom of God 


and the righteouinefs thereof. 
That you and your families may be 


_ under the beft advantages for this, 


| 


} 
| 
{ 
| 


They appear to us to} 








| labor, as foon as your circumftan- 


ces will pofibly admit, to obtain 
the conftant, regular preaching of 
the word, and admminiftration of the 
ordinances among you. Be af- 
fured, that Fash comes by ~— 
and h caring by the ward of God 

and that Jy the ° foolifoue/s of preach- 
ing it pie eth him to fave them ihat 


beliewe. ° Prize the gofpel more 
th in thoufands of cold and filver, 
and {pare no pains nor expenfe to 
enjoy it Until you can obtain 
the flated preaching G - the gofpel 
ind adminiftration of ¢ the ordinan- 


ces among you, conftantly affem- 
ble every Lord’s day for the pub- 
lic wotthip though you may not 
be eble to obtain a preacher. Let 
your ableft and beft men lead in 
your prayers, and read to you fer- 
mous on the molt interefting and 


ae ~ Me, > Re . *- 
important fubjcGs. Be careful to 


; 1 . “ 

be docrs as well as hearers of the 

word, that vou mav be bleffed 1 
n 

your deeds. Byc onfte ntly keep- 


inp up the public worthip among 


you, you will habituate vourfelves 
and your children to it. Ps will 
enable fenfe of 


gas: geine 
amntain 


you to n 











1801. | 


important mean of your fanttifica- | 
tion of the fabbath, and of cal- 
ling up your attention to all other 
Chr iftran duties. 

We withyou to fearch the {crip- | i 
tures daily, and that the word of 
God may dwell in you richly in all 
witdom and fpirit ual under{tand- 
ing, and that you may take it for 
your counfellorand heritage forever. 
While thefe words which the Lord 
your God hath commanded you are 
in your hearts, according to the di- 
vine command, JZeach them dili- 
gently to your children, and talk of 
them when you fit in your houfes, 
aud when you walk by the way, and | 
ahen you lie down, and when you | 
rifeup.* Diligently teachthe cat- 
echifm, morals and good things | 
contained in the books which we 
have fent, or may fend unto you. | 
While you have before you an oc- 
cular demonftration of our care 
and concern for them, we befeech, 
and plead with you for the fruit of 
your own bodies, that you would 
not neglect them, but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. Pray with them abund- 
antly, refrain them from evil prac- 
tices, and from the company of 
evil men. Set them good 


nlec em them wel! 


ples 3 govern them well, teaching 
‘ ** . 

them fubordination to all good 

a0 vernment. 


While we are fending out unto 


eXani- 


uum ft SRATISS epprov od and ef- 


y 
teemcd 
faithful brethren who, we perfuade 


ourfelves will {pare no pains to | 


promote your fpiritual interefts, to 


wake you rich in faith and good | 


works, and heirs of the heave nly 
kingdom, we intseat you to receive 
thein with the refpect and kindnefs 
duc to the minifters of Chrift, and 
afift them in all their labors and 
attempts for your falvation, We 


* Deut. vi. $, 7. 


among us, as pious and 


Mifionary Society of ConneQirut. ¥I5 


fend them fuily authorized to itin- 
erate and preach a gofpel among 
you, to catechize your children, 

inf{truct your young people, affitt 

h your re‘igious conferences, and 
fuch as have been duly ordained, 
to adminifter the ordinances to the 
proper fubjcéts, as there may be 
Opportunity, to gather and organ- 
ize churches, and in general to af- 
fit you in all your {piritual con- 
cerns. We intreat you not to neg- 
lect the precious opportunity and 
advantages which you will have 
through their miniltrations ; but 
_ mott zealoufly and faithfully im- 
| Prove them. Boaft not of to-m 

row, but realize that the prefent 
| time and opportunities are the only 
ones you may ever enjoy. 

Befides, we with to obf erve, 
| that the prefent time, with you, is 
| a moft i important juncture, and that 
| the manner in which you now con- 
duct yourfelves will have great and 
lafting influence on the {tate of the 
New-Settlements ; on your own 
| prefent and future ftate, and on that 
of your defcendants. If you will 
maintain religion in your families, 
fanétify the Chriftian fabbath, fup- 
ie rt the public worthip, mike the 
{criptures the rule of your fai ith and 
practice, attend the fecret duties of 
religi on, and inabiiuate your chil- 
dren to thefe holy pra tices, they 
will have the happielt alpect on the 
honor, peace aad comfort of your 
fanulies, and on the way peace 
'and beauty of your fettlements in 
}aciviland temporal view. They 
‘ will prove the moft powerful guard 
é gainit all the vices which make in- 
dividuals, families and communi- 
ties in general diforderly, inglori- 
ous and miferable. ‘Ihe tenden- 





cy of a zealous, faithful 
fzvering attention to thefe great 
| points will be to promote all thofe 
| virtues Which make a peopie hoa- 
Riphtesyfnels 


and ner- 
and pe 


! orable and happy. 
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115 Rules of Church government, 8c. 


exalteth anation. The blefling of 
the Lord is upon a rightcous peo- | 
ole, and it extends to their pofter- 
ity. He fheweth mercy unto a 
thoufand generations of them who 
love him and keep his command- 
ments. W 
by all our care and love for you, 
by all thefe w ‘ales confiderations, 
by the commands and loveof God, 
and our Lord Jecfus Chrift, that 
you would by no neglect 
thefe momentous duties. 
We have given direétion to all 
our mifhonaries to communicate 
this addrefs to you as an introduc- 
tion to their labors among you. 
know that they 
have been authorizedand fent by us. 


We perfuade ourfelyes, that the 


pone 
means 


+ 
a 


|) this you may 


haritable and pood people amone 


you will enter into our views and 
feelings with to the new 
and vacent fettlements, and the 
Heathen who oe for lack 
of vifion they Ww - unite 


reipect 


for the fr tea ince 
among 
giv aevcu 


sie the pre 
pray God to 
ling in all things, 
in ail your si ful labors 


2n d enjoy ments, 


erage 
| Poo ne 
4 


the *11 We 


und aw 


2 <r\99 
io blef: ¥ OU i 


that your fouls 
and pg? 
j ‘of the board of Trufte 
of the Miffio nary ‘Society 0 ae 
neclicut. 

ABEL baa » — “y. 
Hartford, May 26, 180 


may be in 
healrh 


By or dei 


A Plan of government fer the 
Churches in the nz eeu fertlem 
> the General AL 
| nd ‘“ 
tzte of Con- 


ents. 


YT series 
at Besbsssslilsy 


annrove the fol- 


ial ions od opofed 
aed, 


—— = 


4 iferabl sy Ci Set 


eS ee ae 


| the 
| State of Conneéticut, with a view 
| to prevent alienation, and promote 
e befeech youtherefore, — 


mMmpoune ro 
j Beiadsdcy LU 


und efpecially to | 
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“ Regulations adopted by the 
General Affembly of the Pretby. 
terian Church in America, and by 
General Affociation of the 


union and harmony, in thofe new 
fettlements which are compofed o: 
ns from thefe bodies. 

rft. tt : ay enjoined on all 
their mithonaries to the rew fettle- 
ments, 


fn ad 
to endeavour, by all prover 


romote mutual forbear 

mmodation, between 
thole iia of the new fet- 
tlements who 
an and thofe 


rr? 
. 


ance and ; 
abhi Mista che 


hold the prefbyteri- 
who hold the congre- 


eaticnal form of church govern- 


went. 


new fett 


2d. If in the lements, 
ny church of the Cols precat 1onal 
order fliall fettle a sminifter of the 
nrefb = order, that church 
an if t they choofe, fill condud 
their difci ne according to con- 
gregetional p principles, ferttin c ~ elr 
dificulties among themfelves or by 
a council mutually agreed 
for that purpofe : But if aay dif- 
ficulty fhall exift between the min- 
ifter and the church or any member 
{hall be ieferred to the 
which the minitter 
proyide { both parties 
if not, toa council 
an equal nu ber Oi 


and rnr 


unor 
4 


of it, it 
ee | er “tr . 
Preibyt ‘ J to 
fhali b ng, 
aoree to it 


confiliss 


a prefoyteriun church 
a minifter of 

4 principles, tha 

— conduét their 

cording 

ex cepti Ing 

between him 


NpTre Oa- 


tion: 


to prefbyterian | srincly ies : 
that - ee 


a dith dae f 


and his church, er 

any member of it, the ca: fc 

be tried by the 

which the faid nn 

cng, provided bi DOU 
it, others vile by 


Cc . ~ 
tf conere 


. 4% 
{h tra 


Aifieciation, té 


¢ sationati 








Co Tita 


)~ @ of; 
:8o1. | wo uepsion. 
F i} ree ; ne . ‘ HI 
er half prefbyterians, mutually 
4 « 
gorecd on by the parties. 
a) - * : 
jth. If any congregation con- 
° l | j , , . ’ 
fit party OF thole who noid the 
: ae " 6: . 
l StONal Torna of ail 7 line 


of thofe who hold the 
rian form: 3; we recommend 
thypartres, that this be no ob- 
on, to their uniting in one 
th and fetthno a muiniiter; 

— 

> Cale, the churcn 
ae “ere 
choole a {randing commiittee from 


' gone : 
the conmmunicants of faid church, 


: aa ae 
whofe Wu... lcads 1t ial] be, t to call 

, 291% & er f al, C4 ay 
to ae we every memb. of the 


church, who fhall conduct himfelf 
inconfifenily with the laws of 


chrilianity, ind to give judgment 
on fuch condeét : and 


ahew sd & dee wie eo chieha 


if the per- 
heir judgment, 






fon condemned by 
be a prefbyteria 
erty, to appeal OMe Prefbytery ; 
if a congregationalift, he fhall have 
liberty to appeal to the body ot the 
ma!s communicants of the church ; 
in the fermer cafe the determina- 
tion of the Prefbytery fhal!l be 


toel, untefs the churc! 1 confe 


3 


t to 
or to 
yoner ‘ Affembly ; ; and inthe 


latter cafe, if the party condemn- 


meal to the Synod 
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Hawes of Aldwinkle, England, 
to Rev. Dr. R odgers of Mew 
Tork, dated in May lak. 


se i A.M jut going up to London, 

i meetourbrethrenmour an- 
nual aflenibly for Mifionary purpo- 
fes,and have the pleafure of inform- 
ing you, that our work at the Cape 
of Good Hope is very profperous 
and promifing. The firit fruits to 
Chrillianity,amon gthe Hottentots, 
have written to us their grateful ac- 
knowledgements, for the truth as 


it is in Jefus preached unto them, 


| and embraced in the love of it by 


tha'l have hb- | 


ed th - will for a trial by a mutu- | 
al cil | > fhall be refer- | 
q to fuc i coun cil. And provi- 


{tandineg committee of 
ny chur hh, fhill dey ite one of | 
uemieives toattendthe Prefbytery, 

n -may havethe fine rightro fitand 


aé& ia the Prefbytery, as a ruling 


elder of the Pretbytcran C} hureh. 
Ts ao , \ me s 
£ diica MN s4010Ch. In, 
‘ n 
4 Lie ita 
» ae ’ . 
Natruan Peexins, Sertbe. 


QUESTION. 

— o . 
Ain exvianation 1s 
H nie Xvi. $, ‘). 


Re} LlOUs err. 
Bb nen poe * Dy 


we S068 IFC Rev. 4 
j 


~ 
= 
2 
~ 
| 


defired of 


| 
| 
| 





them. A largefocicty at the Cape, 

of 229 members, vigoroully pur- 
fae the fame objects with us, and 
about 2000 heathen are under their 
tuition. 

‘Prom our affiliated fociety in 
Friefiand, we have received the 
molt cordial co-operation, and fev- 
eral German brethren have been 
propofed to us and accepted by us. 
Three of them are immediately to 
be added as a rcinforcement to the 
Cape 

“ Among ourfch the work 
continues to fi rend : ore: ne ; the 


} ol  % 
fheet anchor or 120 


iWwilon. 


pe for our conn- 
try. IL lcok more to the Gofpel 
forour de liv ‘rance and prefervation 

fcourge, thanto 
Baltic, Egypt, 


iro! thie CYOUi ng 
our vidtories in the 


or clHewh 


JA VLileovwasilile 


a fhort extrad fre m tbe Fournal of 
a Mifionary in the new Jettie- 


mcnils. 


“ "lnefday Fcbruary roth, 1801, 

IT rode about ten miles and preach- 
ed at Mr. R———’ss,_ from ‘Daniel 
v. 23. “ And the Ged in whofe 
“ hand thy breath is, and whofe 
“ arcall thy wavs, haft thou not 
“ slorified.”? There are but four 
families in this fettlement. I 
ached here about the beginning 
of laft September, at the funeral 
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ees 
aga, 
one 
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rr8 Religious 
of aninfant. Iwas thea at alofs 
about coming to attend the funeral, 
being 1§ miles off when fent to ; 
but now I am glad that I attended. 
I belicve God fent mez here then 
and nowtoo. To-day, after fer- 
vice was over, I difcourfed with 
two women, who, fince the time 
referred to, have cbtained a hope 
of an intereft in Chrift. Baye 
2em to talk weil. I hope the 
Lord has been doing fomethis ig for 
them. T hey were exceeding ‘ola ud 
of the opportunity of hearing a sae 
mon. Why may we not fay there 
has been an awakening in this fet- 
tlement 2?) Out of four fainiiies, 
two perfons have received a hope. 
Let there be as great a proportion 
in a large fertlement, and we fhould 

eal] it a remarkable work of God. 
This is an encouragement Mit 
fionaries to no “finall fettlemen nis 
and neighborhoods.” 


to 


tines 


Yelle 


Extra of a letier from Rev. 
Jeph Badser, Miffionary to New 
Conn-Bicu’ , dated No.1. 6th 
Range Fane 23d, 1801. 
hae | wanta fellow laborer 
in this ¢ oe reat fest 9 and 
the c2 


realty 


[ehink 
God loudly calls for 
fvent my t 

now in about 12 townthips in the 
fouth-eatt part of the Keferve, ex 
ceptios four fabbaths, one of which 
in Wafhington, after atien- 
refbytery, oncat Mackiatuih, 

he ott 


webct 


o£ 
uic OF 


’ 
ane v 
VUiil, I Auve 


ay fers eC 


r cha iin 
tWO hear tie |i Cc 


a- 
gainlt No. 2 & §, inthe 1ft Ran; ae, 
where there apocars to be co fide. 
rable ferious awakening. There 
appears ag eneral d difr fpofition amon? 
the people to hear, and ia fome in 
tances conviction. ie 
to beat Hudfon, onthe rcth 


a 
HEC fabbaih, and to ‘pen J 


real 


wie 





| his 





ple are flocking in from « 


} ter. 


> y eo 
Lh tibicua | 





of my time on the weitern and 
northern parts of the 


til T return to Neow- 


{ 
; ta 
i 


‘ uasty. 


intelligence. {Sepr. 
lefs I fhould go, in the month of 
September, to the Shawney aie 
of Indians. George Bluejaéte 
ion of the great Shawney chief, is 
much engaged that I fhould 20 
with him to his people ; the 
deman with whom he is at {chool, 
and the Prefbytery are alfo urgent 
that I fhould go. 
he is to all appearance a fubject of 
por wertul conyactions, and from f fome 
Views he has about religion, aad 
exercifes in it, itis hoped fome etimes 
that he has ons id the -_ of great 
price. He wants fome one to go 
with him, ros help him to tell his 
people about re igion, and fee if 
they will not be willing to have 
fome Miffonaries come among them 
and teach them reli igion and how 
tolive. His A is now only to 
vifit o ut two weeks tc 
people and then return te 
his {chool. I fhould be giad tc 
have the oe of the Comunittee 
on the fubjeét by the earlieft con- 
evyance. 


4 


“ The profpedts of this country 


sen- 
gen 


mola va 
deeminw bb 


. 4], ae, -tmne r 


YR wee 
all Vos y ilattcring > peo 
> 


efps oF able 
eV ery ge 
feafoa a 


this 


The “~ at 


| ford the mott flattering profy ets 


of health 
prevails through the count: y- The 
triendiy difpofition of the Indian 
banithes all apprehenfions of dan- 

er trom them. If the Lord 
ihould make this wildernefs as a 
watered garden by planting and 
nour! thing up his church in it, there 
would be no place more defirable to 
live lie 

“ 7 have the copy of a letter 
‘rom the ev. James M‘Grady in 
iicatucky, giving a particular ac- 

wot of an awakening and work 
grace carried on there the latt 
cafon. I have not time to tran- 


( Tribe it and fend it by ekis pre 


> 


A remarkable 


decree 
co 













r8o1. | 
MISSIONARIES. 
The Rev. Fob Swift lately re- 


turned from a mifion of a few 


weeks to the North-Weitern parts 
of Vermont. 

The Rev. David Higginsexpects 
to enter ona mifhon, the beginning 
of this month, to the weftcrn coun- 
ties of New-York. 


POETRY. 
COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


To THE REVEREND EDITORS OF THE 
CoNNECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


SHOULD the following verfion of 
the 29th chapter of Job be thonght 
worthy of a place in the next number 
sf your ufeful publication, it will much 
oblige one of your readers. If the at- 
tention of a fingle perfon can be drawn 
‘o the beauty, and fablimely poetical 
fpirit of the original, by this {mall ef- 
fort, | fhall be convinced that it was 
not made in vain. 


Mifficaaries. 


! 
| 
: 
| 
| 





C. ¥. A. 
AA OREOVER Job continued his | 
4 complaint, 
And mournful ftrains his former giory 
paint. 


“ On that I were again, as oncel was, 


When God ftood forth to plead my right- |* 


cous caufe ; 

When light divine my ev’ry way o’er- 
{pread, 

And itrange effulgence fhone around 
my head ! 


years, 


Poctiy. Itg 


“ The young men faw me, and them- 

felves withdrew ; 

The aged rofe, and render’d homage due; 

The princes paus'd, and not a whifper 
crept, 

Softrictafilence, from refpeet, they kept; 

The nobles, fuil of rev’rence, ceas’d to 
fpeak ; 

No murmur from their lips was heard 
to break. 


The ear was glad whenc’cr it heard 
my voice, 
Thecye which faw me haften’dtorejoice; 
Becaufe a patron of the poor I ftood, 
And gave the fatherlefsto tafte my foed: 
Becaufe to him o'er whom woes feem’d 
to bend, 
always introduced myfelf a friend. 
The thanks of him in danger I receiv’d, 
And fill'd with joy the widow forcly 
griev'd. 


“ In righteoufnefs array’d, alight I 

ftood, 

With judgment fhowing what was jut 
and good. 

Through me the blind thcir lofs of fight 
forgot, 

Through me the lame, that lamenefs 
was their lot : 

I rais’d the fali'n, I fearch’d the un- 
known caufe, 

And broug)h:t oppreffion down by whole- 
fome laws ; 

The jaws of the profane I boldly broke, 

And from their faften’d gripe the booty 


tonk 
toon. 


‘ "Twas then I fondly hop'd my life 
would he 
Replete with years, and bright prof- 
perity. 
In great magnificence, 2nd pomp, I ftood, 


_ Likefome tail treetheglory ofthe wocd; 


With moifture fweet and pure my rovis 
were fill’d, 


| And dews ambrofial on my top diftill’d ; 
“ Oh might I be, as in my younger | 


When myferies fublime difpel!’'d my | 


fears 5 
: When the Almighty vifited my houfe, 


5 Aad bleft with children {weet, my murs | 


riage Vows: 
When ev ry good of life I iargely flor’d, 
And ftreams ef ‘ food and gladnets’ 
round me pour’d; 
When I with pomp proceeded through 
the ftreet, 


. . 


| 
| 
| 
| 


And in the midf prepar’d my lofty fest | 


? 
Myfelf in vigour and in ftrength i 
view'd; 
My might as in 2 bow I fele renew'd. 
“ When IT began to fpeak they ail 
gave ear, 
Andmy advicefeem’d willingly tohezr; 
When I had finifh’d,nought they with’d 
to fay, 
Forto the heart my {pcechesmade their 
way. 


“« Juft as in times of drought, the 
drooping grain, 
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dthirfty fields, and with’ring grefs 
complain ; 
But when fome fruitful fiower on them 
defcends, ‘ 
They raife their heads ; their time of | 
mourning ends. 
So alithe crowd my tentiments befougnt, 
And as the latte: rain receiv’d each 
tsought. 
Vas I familiar, they dard not advance, 
Nor eer prefum'd t’? 2bafh my coun- 
tenance, 
ed their way, ! fat as clu 


I] a ef, as king, 
Or thoie who to tii affiGe 


-d comfort 


(on would pare phrafe } 
hapter, as it forsns a very firiking con- 
tralt with this. 


A fure Pomel » for a fd heart. 
am), /UILE : ur Volumes 


s/ 


rund, fe sie eadure, with 


can teacn 


tet the Sat, oe 

Visthy bleffed Voh 
of lights, 

@an yield the enjoyment of cays and of 


e, great Father 


peace, 
PY nis the sure tre afurs 
Ali: okte 


—tue fource of 


Which never dclude and which never 
» wil ceafe. 
‘Tis there that chy name is delighit- 

fuily view'd, 

Tisthere that thy love is 
ly thewn, 

Tis there thou apperreft, the great, 
wile and goed, 

While juitice and grace are the laws of 
thy throne. 


roft preciouf- 


4. How happy the peopie that dnow the 
’ 
glad found, 
In thy pleafing light will they walk a'l 
the dn F's 
re n a and lave the seater 
They ¢t ic ty > ana: tnece, and JOYS 
maf abound, 
2 that joyful light, thou wilt ne’er 
pow = oe 


gone woes— 


| 
| 


try. Serr. 


ef Dov ~ 


ha poverty’s Vale ’—-or in riches! 
“ 
Amidit difappointments, convulfions 
and fees, 
Thy fireng arms of mercy will ever 


be nich 
be nigh. 


6.A fight of thy 


* ait Po, e a ’ 
juruce, Comune a wit 


coe 
iA ile 
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Vill all the imprefiionsof serrcew efface 
And work atrue gain, from the heavy- 
ieft iofs. 
7. Great Sovercign of all, we are i) 
wito fear— 
Till from the bi pag. 
defien 
defirn. 
my } ” r Nolel 9 é p 
There holinefs, wifdom and goodnels 
appear, 
nd none but the Proyd, can refufe te 


i 
iy name,then in thee Th 


Eternal concernments, with thee ! w: 


ruft, 
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